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[he following remarks, are from the 
pen of « highly valued friend in Virginia. 
“They were written, with a view to pub- 
lication, when the interesting question 
to which they relate, was still pending 
before the several Presbyterics, under 
the care of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian church. Circumstances 
which need not now be detailed, pre- 
vented their publication at the time they 
were written, The question here refer 
redto, has, since, been decided by a mae 
jority of the Pzesbyteries; and by their 
decision, the object of the worthy writer 
has been happily secured: yet, as the 
subject is important and interesting in 
itself; as it is one, on which many 
desire to be further enlightened; aml, as 
we deem the remarks judicious and for- 
cible, we very cheerfully give them a 
place, inthe pages of the Evangelicsl 
Museum] 


AN INQUIRY INTO THE LawruL- 
NESS OF MARRYING A BROTHER 
OR SISTER BY AFFINITY. 
Marriage is founded on the law 

er_constitution of man’s being. 
Vor. L—Evan. Mus. 
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Some of its properties were an-* 


nounced by the ever blessed Creator 
at the time of its first manifested 
institution. {t has been, more or 
less, an object of interest, in every 
age, and with almost every peoplé, 
civilized or savage. In “the laws, 
given by Moses, minute regulations 
are prescribed concerning it, In 
the law of Christ, and by Christ 
himself, it is referred to its High 
original, restored to its primitive 
purity and permanency, and guard- 
ed by superadded defences. 

According to the law of Christ, 
as hitherto understood and recog- 

ized in the Presbyterian Church 


“Marriage ought not to be within _ 


the degrees of consanguinity or afe 
finity forbiden in the word; nor can 
such * * ever be made lawful by 
** * man * *.*)4 THE MAN 
MAY NOT MARRY ANY OF Bis WIFE'S 
KINDRED NEARER IN BLOOD THAN. 
HE MAY OF HIS OWN, NOR THE wo- 
MAN OF HER HUSBAND'S. KINDRED 
NEARER IN BLOOD THAN OF HER 
ows.” (Conf. of Faith chap. xxiv. 
§ 4.) This rule or standard b 
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rohibited affinity is tobe ru bade ge 


merits, at this time, tur 


a y 
EG veyed in general terms, the 


le, simple as it appears, isynever- 
theless; expressed. with an sna and 
ision, that renders it suffi- lelic 
Ue We dehnite and certain, Itin- ture. Its agitation, that gives no 
dicates, that, by marriage, the hus- promise or hope of goody may lead 
i existing as two to most misi Is res 
ee te eB became so may not only disturb the harmony 
identified and one, that therelatives an ona mar 2 eee ut 
i blood ofeach, inwhat- even destroy the _ ‘tha 
Soe are in Mkedlepresyihe churehy by howe highest organ of 
ikind in- auth he qi 
i Kindred of both. It in- authority, i 
‘Hues suchas are related by blood agitated: Tecannot fave pcended 
tothe unity established by any one {fom any sentiment Of pieiys ant 
i None re- must be referred ¢ i 
- marriage and only such. ‘al licentious carnal indulgence. 
i eral licentious Ig é 
lated to it et eeeees Or by Sate: The proceeding, which Sate SOE 
\, affinity, pe ee the persons, tence to the question, seats ENE 
Few, tl nthe prohibition cau, at any consideration, if not te 9 
sear ne eee extends whilethe censure, Yet neither this roceet 
kai SE those, to whom itdoes ing, nor the question itself, 
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é. end, m i had that public considera- 
£ #; Be ste ne eaepe ast ent San hick they pee, to claim. 


this neglect of what comes 
Rak to the relations and bosoms of 
every family connected with the 
Presbyterian church? Areits learn- 
fife: the rule in question has evi- ed Doctors and Bishops, satisfied 
ei asalutary tendency. Ithas with the consideration it may re- 
Mee g Beal xperience. tis ceive in the judicatories of their 
be tan ble'by ae. Ithas church, without attempting to en- 
eae sein" the Confession of lighten their people pias ae 
rire sincethe Conte ‘on was interesting, in a religious and moral 
4 My 


aspect? Have its lay members, ca- 
reduced to form. It has beenrecog: saree ae ilitoeraug (Me'subiect, Ab 


i i Christi from a wc he 
~ mized jn the Christian church. fom Bir departed fromthe spirit and 
{time immemorial: | But, now tte principles of those, who have prece- 
De i ine tronght into ded. them, as to be awed by au- 
“asttty Are tie General As- thority from diseussing any: and er 

; ‘i r y measure of any ii 
sey of toe eee ant Ar. J eovncll shoul that council even 
oe i v ie rent Assi = 
i sions,* entér- be the venerable ' 
ated aici, praterscdly *5 bly? Af not, shy, eaaldiy senin 
i i re sk the questi hi * 
modify, but in reality to destroy the Pome equestionand the pro 
perienced so little regard? The eb- 
ullitions of fancy, feeling and pas- 


Touching, as it does, the most 
ear: ‘important of all merely 
mporal personal engagements. 
the most intimate relation in 


eee: 
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* This has reference to the Act of the 
Assembly of 1826. 


“isthe eve 
7 


ae 


shine but to 


rish;—nay, a mere 
matter of _pharisaical “punctilio 
would not have been so slighted. 


“neglect _must be the 
humble individual for 


Such Neu 
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bed by the rule, extending equally 
to the'blood relations of both as of 
each, united by marriage, evident- 
ly favours, a3 has been already 


Kinted, purity of manners and of 


sentiment. It is directly opposed 
to every suggestion of impurity sand 
avoids even ‘the appearance. of 
evil.” It attaches to the nuptial 
union, a becoming importance and 
dignity. It tends, not to destroy, 
but to secure, the friendly and at 
fectionate intercourse, which ought 
to subsist between sister and sister, 
brother& brother; and thedecorum 
suitable to promote that intercourse, 
and maintain it innocent. It can- 
not be productive of any hurt, un- 
less the due aud decent restraint of 
carnal lust, of sensual indilgence, 
-—unless a discreet exercise of 
christian self-denial be hurtful. 
Like the first prohibitory Divine 
command, and partaking of its na- 
ture, it is given as an exception to 
a general licence. “OF every tree 
of the garden thon mayest ireely 
eat; but of the tree of the knowl- 
edge of good. and evil—thou shalt 
not eat of it.” Asa single tree to 
all the trees of the garden, so are 
the narrow limits of the exception 
*o the unbounded scope of the li- 
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eteors of tt ie: Upper sky, that this vast number of unmarried per- 


government, so necessary to man, 
in his present state, slave as he is 
to his appetites and passions. 

Our Saviour,being questioned,-and 
by Jews,—touching an incident re- 
lating to marriage, rests not for his 
answer in the particular precepts 
of the Mosaic inv: Passing from 
these, he recurs to the law of max- 
riage as given at the time of its ori- 
ginal institution. He vindicates the 
authority of that primary law. Re- 
storing tomarriage its original puri- 
ty,propriety,and force, re-investing 
it with all its just attributes and ob- 
ligation; x asserts the relation of 
husband and wife—the relation in- 
stituted by marriage—to be more 
endearing, intimate, and binding, 
than the natural relation between 
a father or mother and his or her 
son or daughter. (Mat. xix. 5, 6. 
Mark. x. 7, 8, 9.) Man was cre- 
ated a male and a female. ‘For 
this cause shall a man leave father 
and mother and shall cleave, to. his 
wife; and they fain shall be one 
flesh; wherefore they are no more 
twain but one flesh.” Upon the 
twain thus becoming one, the rela- 
tions of the husband become forth- 
with related in like manner and de- 
gree, to the wife; and so those of 
the wife to the husband: otherwise 
what is predicated and affirmed of 
and concerning such and the same 
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eres 


«cht, at one and the same 
sh iA Se ch 
Pbsurd and cannot. be. There- 
fore,on the authority of Jesus Christ, 
the truth, fitness, and propriety 
of the rule, as to affinity, given in 
the Presbyterian Confession of 
Faith,would seem to be established; 
and, if it be, the question put by 
the Assembly to Presbyteries ought 
to beanswered in the negatives with 
an indication, perhaps, that it ought 
never to have been put: and that 
one’s own ignorance is not a sufli- 
cient reason for repealing a rule, a- 
dopted upon great consideration, by 
a body so learned, intelligent, able, 
and discreet, as was that ef the 
‘Westminster Assembly of Divines. 

After coming to such a conclu- 
sion, it may be deemed imprudent 
to proceed further. But as the 
truth of the answer resulting from 
this conclusion has been already 
questioned in the venerable Gener- 
al Assembly, it is fair to presume, 
that it will be directly opposed b 
others. In proportion to the truth 
of any proposition founded in purity 
and real piety, is the opposition ex- 
cited, by the depraved, carnal_pro- 
ip man,—by his self-suf- 

ciency, and pride of opinion. 

Support for opposition,in this in- 
‘stance, will be sought,from the ex- 
isting acts ofsome of the State le- 
gislatwres. ‘To counteract this op- 
position, and to withdraw this sup- 

wt, so far as the Presbyterian 
church is concerned, would’ be at- 
teinpted, however feebly, in what 
follows; and chiefly by invoking its 
attention to what, after the exam- 
ple of his Master, is so forcibly 
‘urged by the Apostle Paul in the 
Sth chap. of 1 Cor. commencing 
thus: It is reported that there is 
fornication among you, and such 
fornication as is not so muchas na- 
med among the Gentiles, that one 
should have his father’s wife: and ye 
are puffed up and have not rather 
mourned. &c."? The species of in- 
‘est denounced by the Apostle was 
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positively forbidden. (Levs xviii 
8, xx. 11.) Butthe Aen makes 
no allusion to the precept. He 
does not refer the Corinthian church. 


to what was written in the law. 


From the fact, that it was not allow= 


ed, nay,not named, by unbelievers, — 


he derives the rule, the law. forthe 
government of professed believers. ~ 
Tn the sentiments and habits of the 
surrounding heathen, he finds a suf 
ficient reason for condemning. pra 
fessing Christians. It is enough, 
that the thing,which they tolerated, 
nay, approved, was, in itself, so bor- 
rible, so offensive to purity, as not 
to be even named. among the Gen- 

s,—those Gentiles, who, in other 
e themselves over to 
, to work all unclean= 
ness with greediness, (Eiph. iv. 19.) 
He addresses to them no idle 
casuistry, no vain distinctions, 
no refined speculations; but a 
mere home matter-of 
ment, which may be thus ex- 
pressed:—“Christians are called, 
not to uncleanness but to holiness. 
Inspired by their proper hope, they 
ought to purify themselves even as 
He (their Lord) is pure. What- 
ever is disallowed as anbely, and 
impure by the ungodly, it behooves 
them, the disciples of a perfect pu- 
rity, on that very account, most 
scrupulously to avoid; even as 
they would’ what is positively and 
expressly forbiddens but in what 
is so forbidden, they will never 
indulge, however it may be allowed 
or considered by che ungodly. 

In Virginia, ‘the marriage of a 
brother or sister by affinity, 1sdeem- 
ed incestuous, and prohibited by 
Statute. ‘This single fact, according 
to what is urged by the apostle 
Paul, ought to detera christian from 
any such connexion. But as at 
Corinth, in the days of the apostle, 
the church tolerated, and its mem- 
bers formed, matrimonial connex- 
ions so offensive to all decency and 
purity of manners—so abhorrent 
and revolting to the Gentiles, as not 


, 


“be violated; an 
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just 
ities,and utterly 
admonition of the 


aly solicitons to li- 
ibition and extend the 
if s*to marry” and ‘not 
mee equivalent, the 
pe and in morals. Yet 


ot marrying,” simply, 


sam 

merel: 
and of itself, and unconnected with 
other circumstances, consists with 
innocence: and involves no viola- 
lation of law, religion, or morals; 
whereas numerous are the cases, in 
whieh, by anacryingy all these may 


3 s. 
guilt incurred. In 


the spirit of error, which p 
their morality and ‘their logic, they 
will oppose to the law of Virginia 
which forbids, the law of Mary 
which allows the marriage of 
ter—nay of a brother by aflinity 
although the latter marriage be e 
pressly forbidden in sacred 
ture (Ley. xviii. 16.—Mat. » 
24.) Instead of keeping ata di 
tance without the line, which ci: 
eumscribes, defines, and bountds the 


contended,and as “he Lesi 
Maryiand seems to have 
‘that the nearness of kin (Levit. 
6 & 14.) incompatible with 
ge consists. only. in consan- 
yand never in. offinity:” ory 

y will claim licence for 
rriages, whose consummation is 
not distinctly, pésitively, plainly, 
and expressly forbidden, in the 
eighteenth chapter of Leviticus, or 
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in some other portion of Holy writ. 
In yain may you urge, that even in 
the 18th ch. of Leviticus the hus- 
‘band and wife are considered so 
identified and oxx, that what is the 
proper personal attribute of the 
wife is ascribed to tle husband, in 
numerous instances. In vi 
‘you show the marriage prohibited. 
by some rule, or precept, derived 
from analogy,or expressed in gener- 
al terms. To no such rule or pre~ 
cept of sacred Scripture—to no rule 
of purity—to no principle of pro- 
priety—to no reason of delicacy— 
noteven to the positive law of the 
land, will these pseudo-Christians 
listen, or pay any regard,—espe- 
cially should a favourite individual 
beaffected by its application. 
Among other instances which 
presented a course so opposite to 
that recommended by the apostle 
Paul, was the marriage of Andrew 
Broaddus with his former wife’s 
sisters—a casesupholy in its cireum- 
stances, disastrous ‘in its conse- 
quences, and full of serious admo- 
nition. ‘That case, is, however, on 
this occasion, adverted to, mere! 
because of the notoriety it acquired 
in Virginia, by being brought to 
the notice of its courts of justice; 
and because it afforded, to the su- 
preme court of appeals of Virginia, 
an opportunity of declaring, what 
the judges of that court thought of 
such a marriage. The case will 
be found in the 6th vol. of Mun- 
ford’s Reports.—The opinion of the 
court is not predicated on any prin= 
ciple of religion, natural or reveal 
ed.* Yet, of the marriage in ques- 
tion, they scruple not to say, that 
*4t offends highly against the laws 
and public morals of the countrys” 
—and, after disclaiming their own 
isdiction in the case, they add; 
nor is it probably regular to say 
any thing in relation to a crime, 


* Not one of the then Judges, it is be- 
lieved, was connected with any religious 


which is understood to be a grow- 
jng one in this country, and strikes 
deeply at the happiness and well be- 
Sng of society. It rests with the 
Legislature, in their wisdom, to 
supply further and other provisions, 
for preventing and suppressing it 
in future.” Such are the pure and 
dignified sentiments of the highest 
civil tribunal in Virginia. The 
General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian church, on the other hand; 
asif actuated by an opposite spirit, 
and as if approving the example of 
the Corinthian church, rather than 
the counsel of the apostle Paul, 
seem disposed to encourage and 
extend, rather than to prevent and 
suppress the crime—-a crime, 
which they present as a case of 
doubtful morality, But it is to be 
hoped, that there is purity and pie- 
ty enough yet remaining in the 
great body of Presbyterians in 
these United States to procure and 
interpose a sufficient check to the 
threatening mischief; and to vindi- 
cate their ancient rule, sustained as 
it is, not only by the word of truth, 

Il understood, both in its spirit 
and letter; but also by the opinion 
‘ofa grave and dignified lay tribu- 
nal. That such maybe the event, 
is devoutly to be wished, by every 
friend to purity of manners and of 
morals, whatever be his religious 
sentiments. For if a part of socie- 
ty become corrupted, that part 
tmay contaminate the whole. 

A HUSBAND, THE FATHER OF SONS 

AND DAUGHTERS. 


re 


[The sermon, of which the substance 
is given in what follows, was preached on 
occasion of the death of one who was 
eminently useful, in his day and genera- 
tion. It was delivered extemporaneous- 
ly; and all that the preacher could recol- 
lect of it, was, some time’after its delive- 
Ty, committed to writing, at the desire of 
the surviving family of the deceased. ‘To 
gratify a wish, proceeding from the same 
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quarter, as wellas on account of the sal- 
utary instruction which the production 
contains, itisnow published. ‘The mod- 
esty of the author has induced him to re- 
quest,that his name should not accompany: * 
it. We comply with his request, because 
we are disposed, in every instance in 
which it may comport with a sense of du- 
ty, to oblige an esteemed brother, and 
because we highly appreciate the fecling: 
which has prompted the request: yet, we 
think ‘ve do no more than justice to our 


sworthy brother, when we add, that there 


was no need of any apprehension, on his 
part, lest his reputation should suffer by 
the publication of the foilowing Sermon, 
were his name to be gyefixed tot; forwe 
do sincerely think it highly creditable to 
him, both as a correct Theologian, and an 
experimental Christian.) 


JESUS WEEPING AT THE GRAVE OF 
LAZARUS. 
A Funeral Sermon. 


Jou si. 35.—Jesus Wept. 


About two miles East of Jerusa- 
lem, on the shady side of Mount 
Olivet, lay the beautiful and ro- 
mantic little village of Bethany. 
Here resided Lazarus, and bis sis- 
ters; a lovely family, in which, it 
seems, our Saviour, often insulted 
and persecuted elsewhere, always 
found a welcome. All the members 
of this family seem to haye been 
sincerely attached to our blessed 
Lord; and his attachment to them 
was no secret to their Jewish neigh- 
bours. 

When our Saviour was in Gali- 
lee, Lazarus was taken sick. A- 
larmed, it would seem, at the pro- 
gress of the disease, and having full 
confidence in the ability of Christ 
to heal diseases, the sisters, Mary 
and Martha, sent to him to inform 
him of the situation of their bro- 
ther. From the narratiye, it is ev- 
ident, that the message came teo 
late for Christ to arrive before the 
death of his friend; and, of course, 
when he arrived, he found the hab- 


; 


itation of these lovely sisters, a 
hov-se of mourning. Martha seeins 
to have rejoiced at the coming of 
Christ; but to have felt the grief 
natural to all when a skilful phy- 
iciaw arrives too late. <sLorll, if 
thowhadst Open Tet my brother had 
? To Martha he preach- 

rine which has been the 

and stay of the church in 

‘every age, * um the resurrection 
cand the life: he that believeth in me, 
gh he were dead, yet shall he 


baal by the weeping rela: 
fteof dhe. deceased, 

ems to have been a 

i th others besides Jesus 
of, ») our Lord groaned in 
was troubled: then, with 
an jonate anxiety, he asked, 
where have ye laid him? And then, 

eas at, is emphatically added, ‘Jesus 


it 
Ws invite your attention to the 
truths contained in this remarkable 
"portion of the Evangelical History. 
1. We pe des thrist exhibited 
to us, as the sympathizing friend of 
a bereaved aid dood ti y 
Some have doubted whether 
vriendships were consistent with 
Christianity. But the gospel de- 
stroys no natural affection of man, 
It simply. regulates and sunctifies 
‘ m 
vinci Re already in ence, by 
giving them a new direction; and 


alter man’s original principles, then 
new obligations and new relations 
would be created; and man would 
cease to be the same being he was 
previous to such new creation. ‘The 
natural love of parents for their 
hildren is not destroyed by reli- 
gion; but rendered more rational 
and useful, by cting its chief 
efforts, and its tenderest solicitude, 
to the soul. In like manner, reli- 
gion does not destroy man’s natu- 
ral disposition to form friendships. 
It only makes his friendships Fie a 
‘purer and more elevated character, 


Evangelical Museum. 


295) 


The Bible encourages, cherishes, 
and commands the exercise of all 
the social virtues. as 

‘The attechments of Christian 
love are founded upon a firm basis; 
and are permanent in their charac- 
ter. hey are not the unseemly 
progeny of downright selfishness. 
‘They do not bear an exact propor- 
tion to the love that others seem to 
bear tous. But Christians love one 
another, because they behold the lost 
image of God again shining forth. 

he different*degrees of love we 
may feel to different members of 
of Christ’s spiritual body, may 
be accounted for, on the general 
principle, that some possess a great- 
er share of the Heavenly image, 
than others. 

This general remark, however, 
requires some modification. Some 
haye a greater love of society than 
others. Some may be gifted in 
conyersation; or they may have a 
cultivated taste and agreeable man- 
ners; while others may be rude, 
austere, and abrupt. Now it may 
be, that we may not always be 
equally attached to those, who may 
be perhaps equally pious; for one 
may manifest his piety more fully, 
or in @ manner more imposing and 
attractive than another. What 
may be called a natural sensibility 
to the woes and sorrows of man, 
may shine brightly as Christian be- 
nevolence; while there may be 
something cool, and perhaps formal, 
in the charity of one of your men. 
ofdeep and ealealating forethought, 
who keeps all his plans and purpo- 
ses locked up in his own bosom. 

Circumstances may lead us to 
make an unreserved disclosure of 
trials and afflictions to someone: 
and we may find a ready sympathy 
and salutary counsel; and this may 
be the foundation of a lasting 
Christian friendship, We may 
have the same pursuit or the sam 
trials that others have; and this 
gnay qualify as well as dispose us 
to perferm towards them the offices 


é 


slian Kindness: And hay- 
Eeieed consolation from one 
ualified to give it, a brother in 
hrist may be eeu’ to areturn 
‘of benevolent feelings and actions. 
"Two Christians may be ina foreign 
lands and being despised, insulted, 
and persecuted, they may meet 
together to mingle souls, and tears, 
and vows, at the same throne of 
srace. Thus, their hearts become 
Cemented by Christian loves and 
an exalted Christian friendship is 
begun in time; to be constunmated 
in eternity. 

We have scriptural examples of 
ihe refined friendship, which has its 
foundation in the religion of the 
heart. 

John was the beloved disciple; 
and leaned on the bosom of Christ 
at the supper. Peter, and James, 
and John, saw him transfigured on 
the Mount, and suffering in the 
Garden;—a_privilege denied to 
the rest. Paul and Silas were 
friends, and companions in travel. 
Dayid and Jonathan were friends. 
‘Theirthearts knit together, as the 
heart of one man. 

But still the manifestation of the 
image of Christ is the foundation 
of this love. It is this that makes 
a natural amiableness a thou: 
times more lo and which 
throws around those qualities, con- 
sidered praise worthy among men, 
all the charms ofa Heavenly meek. 
ness and gentleness. 


2. The text teaches us, that 
Christ was mans—perfect and_sin- 
Yess, but still a man. He had all 
the sinless infirmities, and all the 
affections common to man. He 
suffered from cold, hunger, thirst, 
and weariness. He slept, he did eat, 
he drank, as other men. He grew 
in stature, and increased in know- 
ledge, as other men. There was 
not an essential quality of man, 
when he was created pure and holy,’ 
which he did not possess. Hence 
he is called the second Adam, He 
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took not on him thenaiure of an- 
gels; but the seed of Abralsum. 
Fie was called the man Christ Je- 
sus. 

Most of those passages in the 
New Testament, in which Christ 
speaks of his own inferiority to the 
Father, are to be interpreted of 
his human nature. As for example, 
when he speaks of his not know- 
ing the day of judgment, and that 
there is none good but God. 

‘The doctrine of Christ’s huma- 
nity forms an essential part of the 
Christi tem; and it was there~ 
fore necessary, that it should be 

inctly taught by the Sacred 
Vv ers. ‘Those texts, therefore, 
which relate to this subject, ought 
tocreate no difficulty. “The huma- 
nity of Christ, fornis a much more 
trap fant part of our system than 
it does of the Unitarians’; at least 
it answers a more important pur 
pose. To explain those passages, 
which speak of Christ, as man, of 
the human nature; and those which 
speak of bim under the names, pos- 
sessing the attributes, performing 
the works, and receiving the Di 
vorship, peculiar to the sel 
ent Jehovah, as refering to his Di- 
vine nature, is a method of inter- 
pretation, much more natural and 
satisfactory than any other that 
has ever been devised: , 

How consoling is it to the believ- 
er in Christ, when tempted, to re- 
flect, that he has an Almighty Sa- 
viour, who was once tempted} and 
who knows how to succour those 
that are tempted! And when 
borne down by the heavy hand of 
affliction, he can still reflect, that 
he has an intercessor on high, who 
is touched with a feeling Ag his in- 
firmities,—whose eyes once saw 
our miseries,and wept over them;— 
whose heart once felt for our sor- 
tows; and who is not forgetful of 
us, now that he has gone to Heavens 
and clothed in Divine honours, he 
sitteth at the right hand of the ma- 
Jesty on high. “May we all have an 
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interest in the intercessory prayers 
of this Almighty Saviour! 

3. Letus contemplate Christ, as 
@ model worthy of universal imita- 
tion. 

‘The business of Christ when upon 
earth was to relieve human misery. 
The habitations of gaiety he visited 
not. The ease and luxuries of 
wealth, he courted not. To 


tered a cheering cordial. To the 
groaning and languishing sick, he 
‘was physician of soul and body. 
‘The wave of death was rolled back 
at his bidding; or the all-devouring 
monster was made to deliver 
back his prey. ‘The house of 
mourning he converted intd'a house 
of gladness. And even devils, 
then as now tormenters of men, 
at his command, were made to flee 
back to their appointed Hell, scowl- 
ing and burning with rage. No 
wonder the Heavenly hosts sang at 
his birth, ‘Glory to God inthe 
highest, on earth peace, and good 
willto men.” hat an example 
of sublime benevolence is here! 
How assiduously ought we to imi- 
tate our spotless Immanuel! How 
delightful, like him, continually to 
go about doing good! May we all 
catch that spirit of Heavenly love, 
which wasimpressed on every action 
he performed, and on every word 
he uttered! Before the coming of 
Christ, a flood had dispeopled the 
earth, because it was filled with 
violence;—a tempest of fire had 
been sent on the unbelieving cities 
of the plain;—fire and hail, and all 
the elements, became the instru- 
ments to execute Heayen’s ven- 
geance on man;—individuals, com- 
panies, armies, and whole nations, 
were made to feel the weight of 
that arm of justice, which was up- 
You. L—Evan. Mus. 


lifted, to destroy them. The 
sword,and famines,and pestilences, 
consumed them away; and the 
earth opened her mouth, to re- 
ceive the enemies of her maker and 
king. 

But when the Saviour came, how 
changed was the scene! Once in 
his sovereignty, he pronounced a 
curse on a solitary fig tree; and it 
died. But on guilty man, he bid 
no curses fall. One of his follow- 
ers, like the servant of Elisha, lov- 
ed the wages of unrighteousness; 
but the leprosy of Gehazi fell not 
upon him. “The doom of Lot’s 
wife came noton the faint-hearted, 
who fled and walked no more with 
him. The fire, which consumed the 
band, which went to take a pro- 
pet, consumed not those, who laid 

ands of violence on the innocent 
Jesus. When his disciples desired 
fire from Heaven to destroy his ene- 
mies, he rebuked them for their 
ignorance of the nature of his king- 
dom. Angels were sent down from 
Heaven; not to smite the earth 
with a curse, but to sing. It is 
true, when he died, the very earth 
was in throes, and agonies; and the 
sun,refusing to behold such a spec- 
tacle, hid his face; and left man to 
pursue his work in darkness. But 
no Angel of death smote the scof- 
fing multitude, or the murderous 
soldiers. How meek and how 
mild was Christ, even in death! 
How different the scene, from 
what, judging by the past, we 
might have expected! 
et us follow Christ, from his 
temptation to his cross. Here we 
have seen him weeping at the grave 
of Lazarus. At other times, he 
manifests his deep and ah Sb- 
licitude for the welfare of others, 
by sending none away unpitied, un- 
relieved. The. poor ead the rich, 
those in authority, and those under 
authority, were all the objects of 
his compassion. At one time, we 
see him standing on the summit of 
Olivet, to the east of the holy city. 
a8 
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Beneath his fect lay the valley in solitary aad alone,to tread the wine- 
Benen Kedron, slowly moves dowh ress of his Father's wrath, | ‘Tra- 
ye the left, ly many waters could not drown his 


Yothe left. Here, 
to tnfoisome valley of the sons of Tove. 
the Mom is to be seens where mo Bat he, who shed tears. at the 


thers once burnt their children in grave of Lazaras, and over Jerusa- 


the arms of Moloch, The smoke of lem, and in the pe hath now 
its perpetual fires slowly ascends gone where he will never more shed 
to Heaven: it is the image of Hell. 2 tear. But he continued in_ this 
2 Fophet ordained of old. finful and suffering world until the 
The city stretches out before Denevolent object of lis, mission 
him, and covers the hills. Its bu- . was éfinished.? And he has left 
sy and jeasure-loving inhabitants "san example of unwearied beneyo- 
Sects after gain or a- lence, which all ought to endeay- 
‘With the eye of om- our to imitate. 
es the woes which From what has been said, the 
were soon to come on the devoted following inferences may be drawn. 
citys and he who wept at the grave 1. The “latter day glory” will, 
Sf Lazarus, now weeps over Jera- probably, not be ushered in, until 
salem. “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the example of Christ is more per- 
saver attest. the prophets, and fectly imitated. It is true, that 
Wonest them that are sentunto Jesus Christ had not where to lay 
frees how often. would I have ga-_ his heads but. is there any proof 
thered thy children together, as @ that he ever grieved about that? He 
hen doth gather her brood under had other objects in view besides 
her wings, and ye would not.” heaping up riches. ‘The Apos. 
But we can seehim again, jn the _ postles too had no possessions—and 
garden ‘of Gethsemane,in an agony, Fe does not appear that they desi- 
4nd prostrate on the cold earth. red any- : : 

“again weeps. His soul is ex: ‘Before the happy day will come, 
zt ing sorrowful, even unto deaths when the knowledge ‘of the Lord 
and he pours out his sorrows, in shall cover the whole earth, there 
strongerying and tears. An ‘iwfal must be more of that sel-sacrifi- 
sense of God’s justice and man’s cing and self-devoting spirit, which 

erie overwhelms him. ‘That Gar- has one great object continually 
fen, before consecrated by the hearing on the mind, with an im- 
prayers of the Saviour, is now pressiveness, which shall make the 
consecrated with his tears and Christian cheerfully lay aside eve- 
plood. O Gethsemane! Whata ry weight. When the highest, and 
oetacle didst thou witness! ‘The purest, ‘and most common enjoy- 
eternal son of God, suffering such, ment and business of life shall be, 
horrors of soul for man, astoforce to devise and execute plans of do- 
the blood from his pores! Why ing good,—t bring home gospel 
all this conflict about man? What truth to the unregenerate,—to pray 
Fath he done to merit so deep an for the prosperity of Jerusalem.— 
interest in the Savio heart? He when al the affections, talents, in- 
hath sent no deputation up to Hea- Huence, and wealth of the church, 
ven, to implore forgiveness. or to shall be made to flow in this one 
pray, for redemption. No or te Channel —then shall we think, that 
was heard there, but that of his we are standing on the threshold 
Sins crying for vengeance. But We ghe “latter day glory.” And 
still the Saviour came. ‘And he, we hopes and believe, that the 
Srhose heart was touched in ever, Sharch is fast making progress to 
chord at human woe, Was: resolved, this point, And the true secret of 


crowd the 
ynusement. 
jniscience he se 
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oing much good, i i i 
ijatatace ma 2 ee a oe sincere- done, which would gladden the 
age eohly devaied tg a pro- church on earth and in Heaven. 
be RO Serna atage 9. It is lawful to grieve for the 
Me ohele elas se ulness, if loss of friends, provided our rief 
his whole soul be devoted to doing, Be not immoderate Tt shonld be 
Sih ad delaneare ice e regarded the grief of a resigned and c 
wrt ug Ee anya, Haat on. sed spirit. If Jes st the 
ie pp ree it enables him grave of Lazarus. "a BE a ta 
aaa his soul isso wrap- that he will now co Raleette® bet 
Gee prosperity of Christ's reaved and eat e 
a tl gets his own M: we ha 
ey pag own aggrandizement, ed ee sei eRe tect an 
hen he will surprise others and _ancholy occasion yeath haa un 
she peat B00 abe ca ae es eying awful visitations in ara “if 
WUERiaS CURIE SE icity MeeaDR ar elone net Fl 
to the f Christ, in ministers dreadful darts jetim fell* 
aA ie Ia Hoenig chev cine & se 
generally company it) able to. cond times and he ath taken away 
So eres ie rdea Ne? ene See MOAUMTRE TOE eatedrity 
Kine He fell bre the world — and usefulness, Gattis ansented 
fleheld, dual, unther or death, the po i 
je ae impulse, lost ath eid emaeeller in die 
Sty a ee generations tress; and our count: Sout a a 
Reeclen willteen ates and small most valued and _ in’ tial ie 
Pe ieee AeRevadat'tie | cone sc But beisaa been ane Mi 
gether Bat Inge plans and lage edly taken from a Seven shall T 
oh 3 ed efforts, forget th ions 2 
will generally precede great wef cha Mahe whonL suwnatite Ihe 
ness, T repeat it there must be a Hencteagsler aul he Nee 
eS “ee of purpose inthe eles tne he ae epider bee te 
h se of the in- did’ not die wi be. This 
eb : ie with e 
conceivable value of the soul, and dark aud PAyalerioud | bey 
 aipen eee portance, glo- no doubt, intended ae ennd at 
eopsa areal aso hrist’s king- was designed to teach eR onaiey 
dom befre the church "will ane of Ie, sd te ancateaiupor ere. 
in her : reh to uni- ry earthly portion. Mibbedted 
Yersal. conquest, Men of prayer, friend Tie lett bat dove eats be 
dod faith and al, and Coveted Sno ong wil eine 
and genuine piety, are the Davids, bouthood tel a Sie 
‘ho tre to. hy the Gols of im Bat Heaven can mn ear acne 
Sve TARE orate amends for temporal tase BYE 
the pillars of Satan's cremtienianet de peer ts Ai 
These are the faithful ones, who 1 
all things, because Chri 
panes is rist cast off atlast, b 
sirengthens them. Should every prayers and tae tad vies 
caster eae indy, and all been despised Seiwa ene 
me > ight, in of the mostbitter ingredi wa the 
the Hands of God, save a thousand —sinner's cupafteontlce al bethe 
ee ; paren ea thou- reflection, that a Sete ae 
at e : ssion 
rach nist ioe ly ree Saviour once offered sal PAGO tS 
ght be felt in many ehurchess ' 
aad a * Th i 
an amount of good might be whose death aha ae Fined 
: vered. 
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3. How painful willit be, to be 
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Fs he harvest is past,and tion, that the system itself came 
ra poe ended and ve is not from Heaven, and that it a eee 

ved, will be the most sad and alone for its author.  Itis to eal 
Es lancholy conviction that ever served, that there exists a vast ie 
as enter the desolate bosom, ina essential difference between a thing 
world where lingering hope will take which flatly conte cucrean 
its farewell flight; and the once and a subject, ba sen ane. 
weeping Jesus will be the inexora- difficulties of which arise ee) ee 
bie Judge. O then, if ever, will fact, that it is so SE beree ie 
the “cold dew of horror” fall on reach of our limited acu! be ' fo 
the soul;—and then will ‘thrill defy our utmost Soy a aig 
the loud death-scream;”—for it lofty and inaccessible. heigl - 
will be the death of happiness, the while, at the same time, it avobee. 
death of hope, the death of the no absurdity, and does ne Met 
soul. May the Lord deliver each to the common sense of manline. 
‘one of us from that unutterable And if this rule be app! ies tosthae 
sorrow, which will overspread the parts of the Chasen ene mariop 
soul, when the wonted sound of mer- which are generally al ores ne 
cy shall cease to fall on our earss dark and obscure, it will be 


i that the mystery which surrounds 
and the emotions of hope to cheer {1 og as much from the weak- 


cae a aee of our own feeble and bound- 
—— ed_postersy_ as from the abstract 

the Pulpi Gimbuities of the subjects them- 

Bah hone Selves. Tt will be seen, likewise, 

THE MYSTERY OF GODLINFSS. hat there are difficulties very mack 


sembli vith in 
jes in Re- resembling them to be met with ir 
eS ha savat taut! friends fie mers at Creainn a a 
All readi 5 it. dence; and, therefore, it ts fa 
ea ee cenoesied reason by analogy, fiat ath 
with the Christian religi ‘ch which bears, in several of its pro- 
ith he Chin ei mnent fates 0 greta Simla 
‘alt to beexplained,and impossible ity to CARs race and ibbeee 
‘ ed i © tions of the Deity, must be 
10 ea are ewets of Jevas production of the same Almighty 
sel ‘allow, without a moment's power and wisdom which are dis- 
hesitation. But that these myste- played in the material nore a 
hes and difficulties form any argu- round us, and in the empire of his 
ment against the truth of the Gos- universal Providence. Wah 
I, or militate in any degree _ As Christians,then, wegloryinthe 
mat the claims of the Bible, mysteries of our holy faith. " They 
they fearlessly deny. ‘To every impress our minds with amore Hep 
wind they ought,and to the mind of 2” eles conchoniat Be trut 
i isti di . of the Gospel: they lead us at once 
ee an pial the aes vor to the conclusion, that it is the ft 
that system to which they belong; of an Almighty Being, whose cha- 
and far from weakening their at- Facter and perfections eae 
tachment to, and shaking their faith prehensibles and whom. by search~ 
jn, the doctrines of Revelation, ™&> T° create can find ont e 
the very circumstance that there apostle aa whet ed 
are belonging to it a variety of sub- Ye MaNNCT Ona ee a eenatyer 
jects surpassing the finite compre. t¢Fy 0! 0" tntss. itis a a 
ension of man, carries home to which admits no doubt; and so 


‘the breast a firm and solid convic- from wishing to conceal the truth, 
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he openly proclaimsit to the world, name, the reproaches with which 
and glories in the fact. he was assailed, and the sarcasms 
_ God manifest in the flesh, or the which were thrown out againsthim, 
incarnation of the Son of God, is, could have thought that he was still 
indeed, a subject that is full of the very being at whose name all 
wonder, and which is calculated Heaven adored, and all Hell trem- 
to. overwhelm the powers of the bled? Who, that viewed him 
sind, when contemplating it. weeping at the grave of Lazarus, 

y Be sina and shedding the tear of commise- 

Tags 3 ration over the devoted city of Je- 
God was made flesh, and dwelt with man rysalem, would have eel that 

peryctth, he was, at the same moment, that 
_ Who could have thought that the all. glorious Being who can never 
infinite majesty of Heaven and repent, and whose essential happi- 
earth would have stooped so low? ness cannot be ruffled and discom- 
that He would have bowed his posed by the trifling affairs of mor- 
Heavens and come down? that He, tals? Who, that beheld . the Sa- 
who was the first and the last,— viour in the moment of his weak- 
the Being for whose pleasure all ness, when the agonies of his mind 
‘things were made, and for the dis- were so great as to cause him to 
play of whose glory, unnumbered sweat, as it were, great drops of 
worlds were called intoexistence,— blood; and when almost overwhelm- 
that He shonld condescend tobe ed with sorrow and distress, he 
born at Bethlehem? Who could poured forth his plaintive petitions 
have thought that the infant Jesus, to his Heavenly Father,—who, 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, and that beheld him ‘in that mournful 
Jaid in a manger, was the Ancient hour, could have judged, that 
of Days? that the smiling babe, before him appeared the eternal 
found in so lowly a condition, and Son of the Most High, the bright- 
surrounded by such mean attend- ness of uncreated glory—the ex- 
ants, was the same exalted person- press image of the Almighty’s 
age as'angels worship? Who, that person? Who, that saw him led 
beheld the youthful Jesus growing by bands of soldiers tothe judg- 
up to the years of manhood, ment-hall, and there ananlied, re- 
becoming subject to the author- proached, and buffetted, could have 
ity of his parents, and assisting supposed that the individual ar- 
by manual labour, his reputed raigned at the bars of Herod and 
father, could have imagined that of Pilate, was He who ruled su- 
this was none other than He who preme over the hosts of Heaven; 
holds the reins of universalempire; whose bidding legions of angels 
before whom every knee shall bow; would have obeyed; and who, by 
and, in reference to whom, every one single volition of his resistless 
tongue shall confess that he is will, could have withered the arm 
Loxp to the glory of God the Fa- of his foes, and laid their boasted 
ther? Who, that beheld the Man prowess in the dust? And when ex- 
of grief and sorrow travelling piring on the accursed tree—when 
through Judea, exposed tohunger, suspended between two malefact- 
and thirst, and fatigue, could have ors, and exclaiming in anguish of 
supposed that he was the proprietor spirit, “My God! my God! why 
of all things, whose were the cat- hast thou forsaken me?”—and when 
tle on a thousand hills, and whose after enduring the direst extremi- 
almighty arm sustained the uni- ties of pain and torture, he gave 
verse? "Who, that heard the slan- up the Ghost!—who could have 
ders which were cast upon his imagined him to be the Prince of 
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i i ingz—the species at whose hand he receiv- 
fe—the Fountain of being—tl Se ittés: aed 
fs Anse ed all these indignities, an 
Creator of all tunes? 3 Sppeat, fered all these eruelties. He was, 
ane Ws really the case. He claim. in short, the Almighty God, and 
oie Taide alt Nie weadipeaees Nis the everlasting Father: he wasy in 
frerings, his disgrace, the cha- the emphatic language of 
ee or frais he substan- ee God manifest in the 
jiated his cl 5 by many incontes- sh.” : : Sek ver 
{ible proofs. The samplmdividn. - 0. the sronders af this profound. 
als who beheld him inthe depths and awful subject! © the depth. of 
of his humiliation, were also wit- the mystery of the cross of € brists 
nesses of those extraordinary exer- What a combination of astonih, 
tions of miraculous energy which ing circumstances a be are 
he put forth, and by whicbhe made Barth and Hell_had united in & 
ood his pretensions. Thoagh he scheme which pester cote 
ooald not save himself, he saved the pretended Mess' 7 Brn 
others. ‘Though he submitted to prove him an impostonengia t 
poverty himself, he eoald increase The Jews reasonei thus that if 
fovisions of life to an in- Jesus were the Son of God, if he 
detnite extents yea, create them, were the glorious pereonaee heaptes 
if necessary—for he fed 5000 on a fessed to be, he could not subst 
few small loaves and aa fe fhe ignominy ea Hh 
gl yould not overrule the death—he ger hrmgedt 
shoei ree enemies for his own their hands, and vindicate bis on 
wafety and comfort, he could com- insulted majesty. And secing that 
vinds, andhowl- he resisted no fort. 
Cae ee ee ant caging billowss  ‘qullered hisglobe Ted a aia 
and they obeyed the Almighty to the slavghters they cone! ke 
¢! that his prete +8 
mandate. ‘Though he would not th s Ree ataby one 
iver hi the hands of his claims unfounceds 
deliverhitpeel Otay them fo de: summary stroke, they e ected to 
Bteuction, he yet healed the sick rid their country of a mad en! pus 
mad raised the dead. And, to astand deceiver. Hell reasone 
ye ate whole, in the moment of differently, The spirits oat ate 
fis greatest weakness—in the hour fernal regions knew too well the 
of darkness, and in the instant of power and dignity of Jesus to a- 
» triumphed over the gue thus. ney. acknowledged 
Sear the mightiest confede- Bim io be, the Bon of Soap teey 
ich had ever been formed. trembled athis name—they fe 
tits Contuered though he fell; and. his vengeance. Satan aud his ad- 
although, exhausted in the awful herents knew the purpose for which 
conflict,” he resigned his breath, he appeared in the worlds but they 
ty in that very act, he inflicted mew not how he intended to ac 
Tre'most deadly blow on the power complish that purpose, Unaceonn- 
lI: and though in, the fierce able it is, that with all the know- 
Saves be cecal toa, in ledge they possessed of samt 
Heachieved the most consum- and ompipotence of Messich, they 
fa Yes! mysterions as should stll hope tofiustrate is de- 
it may seem, the same individual sign. | But it is evident that this 
‘who walked on earth as aman— vtas their, aim. ‘They thought, if 
who endured pain and saben hun- thes sole eral & a ey » eae 
i re their ent v" a Is 
ger and thirst, reproach and scorn, thei ald be gained and 
‘seeution and death, was none their conquest of this fa ork 
Pihee thon dhe Maker af the very would be complete. Mysterious 
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delusion! Tt was written, in the 
Scriptures of the Jewish church, 
that Messiah should be cut off; but 
not for himself; that he should be 
numbered with the transgressors— 
should make his soul an offering 
for sin, and, by his death and re- 
surrection, should work out, and 
bring in, an everlasting righteous- 
“Ress to justify the guilty. And yet 
neither men nor devils could ua- 
derstand the meaniag of these plain 
and ie declarations. An in- 
yisible power had thrown aveil—a 
thick and impenetrable veil—over 
ecole of their natures, ‘so 
that see’ did not perceive, 
and hearing they did net hear: and 
notwithstanding it had been expli- 
citly stated that it behoved Mes- 
siah to suffer and die—notwith- 
eis te had been clearly reveal- 
ed that the seed of the woman should 
bruise the head of-the serpent,— 
both carth and Hell united to bring 
aboutthe very consummation,which, 
hy their actions they intended to 
frustrate and contravene; and the 
very event which it was fondly 
hoped would have overthrown the 
councils of Heaven, and defeated 
the gracious purpose of the Most 
‘High, appeared, in the issue, to be 
the very means which had been ap- 
pointed by infinite wisdom to bring 
about the accomplishment of its 
high and glorious aeeaas 
‘This grand and amazing result 
pi ae substantiated the claims 
of the despised Nazarene as the 
Gol-man. He was indeed «‘justi~ 
fied in the spirit” by the final issue 
of his undertaking. ~ Often had Hea- 
ven borne witness to the divinity ol 
his mission. Angels had proclai 
ed his birth to the world. A voice 
from the excellent Glory, hadide- 
clared him to be the beloved Son of 
the Father. The Almighty God, 
in tenes of thunder, had declared 
that he had both glorified him, and 
would glorify him again. At his 


were opened, the sun was darken- 


everlasting life upon the morits 


ed, and signs and prodigies, and 
wonders, attested the Majesty of 
the being who had expired. But, 
to crown the whole, he ascended to 
Heaven in the presence ofa numer- 
ous body of his deciples; and, es- 
corted by a troop of angel spirits, 
he soared aloft through the air, and 
“was received up into glory.” 

Nor was this the first time that 
the celestial hosts had beheld him. 
While he sojourned on earth, and 
was an inhabitant of the vale of 
tears, he was ‘seen of angels.” 
Men might contemplate him in his 
weakness and humiliation, and 
might look upon the outbreakings 
of his essential glory as the effect 
of Satanic agency, and the fruit of 
his alliance witi Beelzebub; but 
angels good and bad—the spirits of 
Heaven and the spirits of Hell: 
watched every movement of 
mysterious course, and traced his 
pase through the world, wonder- 
img where the strange and awful 
adventure might end, and eager to 
behold its destined termination. 

‘Lhe mysteries of this subject are 
not yet exhausted. Christhad suf 
fered and died. He had arisen 
from the dead,and the Heavens had 
received him until the time of the 
restitution of all things. He hac 

made an atonement for sin, and 
wrought out salvation for guilty 
man. But it was necessary. that 
man should be made acquainted 
with the fact, and should be told 
that a way was now opened for. re~ 
conciliation with God. For this 
end was Christ ‘preached unto the 
Gentiles.” Hitherto the revelation 
of Heaven had been restricted (with 
® few solitary exceptions) to the 


Jews: now it is made known to the 
heathen world. And what was the 
subject of the proclamation made 
hy the Apostles? It was the eflica- 
ey of the cross of Christ—the sufli- 
ciency of his atonement. Men were 


called upon to believe in a cruci- 
death the earth quaked, the sraves fied Jews to build their ho 


pes for 
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ye death and sacrifice of adespised other than “God manifest in the 
bg ted individual of that ‘ab- flesh, seen of angels, justified in the 
ed unto the Gentiles, 


and rejectec es 
pntred and fallen people—one who spirit, preach 
was considered to have died adis- believed on in the world, and re- 
graceful death, and whose name was ceived up mio glory.” 

grynded with public infamy. Yet, LEK 
jn this manner, Christ was preach- Kingsland Read, Nov. 1827- 

ed unto the 
more than 
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Gentiles. Aye, and sip 
From Cecil’s Remains. 


thiss the tale (as some 
were pleased'to call it) was credited 
py thousands of the human race. 
Wherever the cross was exhibited, °° THE CHRISTIAN LIFE AND CON- 
the prejudices of men gave ways FLUCT 
and the haughtiness of man was (Continued from page 243.) 
abased. By the love of Jesus, the rms A 
hardest hearts were melted. At ‘The Christian is called to be like 
his name the most stubborn wills Abrabam, in conduct; like Paul, 
were bowed; over the deadliest op- "f labours; and like John, in spirit. 
sition, and most unexampled and Though, as a man of faith, he goes 
jnalignant persecution, the cause Np forth not knowing whither, a his 
the Messiah flourished; and he was principle is hidden from the world, 
«believed on in the world.” et he will oblige the world to ac- 
Yet, mysterious as it may appear, nowledge, ‘His views, itis true, 
that the simple preaching of Christ & do not understand. | His prine 
crucified, to some a stumbling block ral conduct are 2 
Snd to others foolishness, should 
have the effect of subduing the 
most inveterate hatred, dissipatin eaceable, an 
the most confirmed prejudice, an now not where i 
rooting up the acquired habits Ne world may even count hi 
men, and should thus become to mans at 
mmillzons the power of God to salva- his character, 
tion:—mysterious as it may appear motives; yet 
{othe natural man, that so grand vil, by repaying gi 
2 result should follow so simple a ¢y 
causes it is still more strange that of his labours. 
Creatures possessed of reasoning out from the worl 
‘and intellectual powers, should e- son—banished into 
ven cast a glance towards the sub- eye to observe him, 
ject, and contemplate it in all its him—but it is enough 
earings, wonderful and diversified his Saviour will spe: 
<< and smile on him! 


as they are, and y' 
the divinity of the 
blind to behold 


ciples and gene 
mystery to us- 
noble, generous, 


de 


the finger of the 
lawful, wherein 


should, notwithstanding the full 

blaze of evidence which flashes on 
their mental vision, re 

credence to the easy and simple ex: SeS W 

yered, of the ples to 1 

lity of uniting 


planation which is off : 
tery of godliness, by acknowl. the practicabi 
minence in tl 


ho have st 


if sorrows 
ever difficult. 


on our earth as a man 0! c 
wasnone profession, how 


and acquainted with grief, 


Buta more upright, 
disinterested, 
d benevolent man, we 
to find.” The 
m a mad- 
false brethren may vilify 
‘and calumniate his 
he will bear down €- 
) ‘ood; and will si- 
lence his ee, the abundance 
fe may be shut 
1d—cast into pri- 
obscurity—ao 
no hand to help 
for him, if 
ak to him, 


et not perceive : r 

fine ystems __ ‘There is no ealling or profession, 

should yet be too owever ensnaring in many Te- 

‘Almighty: aud “Spects to a Christian mind» provi- 

x dit be not in itself siinply un- 

God has not fre- 
fuse to give uently raised uj faithful witnes- 

Be ai tend forth as exam- | tion, “The lives of the eleray 

were hi: 


others, in like situations, of 
ae great 
edging that he who once appeared © fhe Christian life with 

the discharge of the duties of their 


pan 
From the Christi 
pS Christian Spectator, areet 

G ICAL 51 = ‘as carefull: 

ENOK aE GEG nes i hereon Branded se the oe: 

ORMER. resy. M. arent of 

ness ng ee ee fa dark- 

Tuminari . Tt was 


Ns in politics, and j 
'S, and in Ii 

in literature, that the inepi circumstances 

Dox arose. With 


are felt to the 
felt to the present day; and 
mio wane present daysand wil a spit thet 
ni of hoe wee lactate oe 
~ hepruclaimea thosegrest noise 
wigtaine hse grat prince, 
is 


he ; 
Reson : Was appointed |, 
Fras seeminently distinguished, Rae and ater 
ceremonit Ppings and pom; chal ao Segue year 
fergmonies of the church of Eng watt een 
inh show thati¢reccived in ae 
e i 3 
the English courts while but his alec, 
alentsand 


Scotch Refer bits: mar! 

= Reformer. ‘ks of the come these dieadeang 

refc rmatio, had grown ta itive, ardent, wigonviniatel ia uis. 
a brown toa % m i 
ight perhaps, in Scotland,than in eauotcties of he entered intoall 
5 


dom swarmed with ipaorant, luxu- hin to the study of the F 


ious monks. y 
voured the ‘Sy who, lil locusts, de- which he b 
¢ became convin 
iced, that the 


filled _ fruits of the field: 
fon a cit with stleatil fap System of popery was 
~ and anti-scriptural erroneous 


Suppression of free i 
Wery avenue by which 1 geet 
Vi e by wh nquiry. their + To 
on. L—Z van, yoda Pight south aE Sect he fied ied 7. 
39 3 and became a 


i to the sons of two no- 
ee wut, pursued by his ene- 
mies,he took refuge in the castle of 
st. Andrews, then in the _posses- 
sion of the protestants. Being cho- 
sen chaplain to the garrison, after 
some hesitation,he was induced to 
accept. In his first sermon,he gave 
roof of his undaunted courage. 
Hie boldly pronounced the pope to 
be Anti-Christ, and the whole sys- 
tem erroneous. He declared that 
the monks had no better authority 
than a pagan poet for the doctrine 
of purgatory, the pubeipe torment 
of which, according to Virgil, was 
a bad wife. This sermon,delivered 
with a bold and fervid eloquence, 
singularly adapted to arrest the at- 
tention, and govern the minds of 
an unpolished and. fierce people, 
produced the deepest sensation. 
The report of t soon spread through 
the nation. The clergy, alarmed 
at this bold attack, and anxious to 
rid themselves of such an ad 
ry, paséed sentence against him as 
a heretic; degraded him from the 
priesthood; and offered large re- 
wards to any who would kill him. 
But Knox was not to be inti midated, 
The flames of persecution only 
strengthened his desire to proclaim 
the truth; and deliver his country- 
men from the delusions of popery 
In 1547 the garrison of St. Andrews 
was taken by the French; and 
Knox carried fo France, where he 
suffered all the indignities and cru- 
elty shown toheretics. On regain 
inig his liberty he repaired to Eng- 
Jand; became chaplain to, Edward 
VI; was presented with a benefice, 
and a bishopric; both of which he 
rejected. 

‘At the accession of Mary,he re- 
tired to the Continents visited sev- 
eral places; and formed an acquain- 
tance with John Calvi In 1555 
he returned to Scotland; but was 
soon compelled to flee; and remain- 
ed in exile five years. During 
this time, besides preaching to the 
English protestant refugees, he ac~ 
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quired a knowledge of the Hebrew; 
Kept up a correspondence with the 
protestants in Scotland; wrote a de- 
fence against the attack of the Ro- 
mish clergy upon him; and publish- 
ed What he called his “first Blast of 
the trumpet against the monstrous 
regimen of women.” In 1560, hay- 
ing received an invitation, he re- 

ed to his native country; and 
settled at Edinburgh. 

His whole soul was now bent on 
the reformation. To advance it, he 
was ready to sacrifice his ease, his 
interest, his reputation, his life. 
All the proceedings of thenation,he 
watched with the strictest scrutiny, 
Upon the appearance of any dai- 
ger, his voice was heard giving the 
alarm, not in faint aud timid strains, 
but in thunders which echoed 
through the nation, and roused up 
the sleeping spirits of the. protes- 
tant nobles. 

The station which Knox now 
held, was the most arduous as well 
as the most hazardous in the nation. 
Seldom did he find a moment’s 
leisure. Hegave life and motion 
to all the procedings of the pro- 
testants. Preaching, forming the 
General Assembly, and attending 
all its meetings, the settling of nu- 
merous difficulties, giving his coun- 
sel on important national measures, 
writing circilar letters, correspon- 
ding with the English government, 
drawing up the church discipline, 
all devolved upon him. Besides 
this, he was engaged in a contin- 
ual contest with the court, and the 
papal influence. His life was of- 
ten exposed to the most imminent 
danger. He had uncovered the 
monster of popery, and exposed to 
view its abominations, which drew 
upoti him the indignation and. ven- 
geanee of the rich and the power- 
ful. 

But Knox was qualified for this 
high station. He possessed that 
bold and. soul-stirring eloquence, 
which rouges the passions and agi- 
tates the hearts of men. 


The En- 


‘ing in their ears With al 
beard, a fierce countenance, aa 


brow so stern as to almost mak 
danger itself shrink back, he could 
strike terror into the hearts of his 


jer argu 
ue During his last sickness,he exhib- 
_ ited an entire submission to the 
will of God, and unshaken confi- 
dence in the promises. Much of his 
tite Was spent in meditation and 
prayer. “Come Lord Jesus; into 
thy hands I commit my spirit; be 
merciful unto thy church which thou 
hast redeemed; are expressions 
_ which he frequently uttered. ‘To 
és the numerous friends who crowded 
ae pan : he would say, 
ae ist, live in Christ 
% an e rist, and 


need not fear death 
‘ Shag ; pains were severe, and 
| his ty of breathing great, he 
ever uttered a single murmur of 
complaint. He was willing to lie 
there, he said, for years, if God so 
Lee and <i oe continued to 
shine upon him, fhrough Jesus 
Christ. “At length, ane being si- 
Tent for some time, he said, Now it 
ts come, and soon expired without 

a single struggle. 
Suchwwas the character of this 
~ reat reformer. In his life,he was 
_ tespected by the virtuous; in his 
death, he was Jamented by all 
epacdovers of freedom and religion. 
by Ay attempt, says one, to describe. 
£ Virtues, wonld be like lighting a 
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glish Ambassador declares that he 
Was able in an hour to put 

Jife into his audience Atiguistx ans 
dred trumpets continually bluster- 
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can“leto letmensee the sun. The 
effect of his life and of his preachin 
was acomplete revolution in the civil 
and religious condition of Scotland. 
Tt dispelled the darkness in which 
Scotland had been shronded for cen- 
turies3and let in the light of day. It 
gave rise to a bold and indepen- 
dent race of men, who continue to 
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BIOGRAPHICAL ANECDOTE OF SIR 
RICHARD STEELE. 

On the topofa hill, nearto Hod- 
dam castle, (England,) there is: a 
square towsr, ever the door of 
which are carved the figures:of a 
dove and a serpent, and between 
them the word repentance: whence 
the building is called the Tower of 
Repentance. It is said, that the 
celebrated Sir Richard Steele, 
while riding near this place, saw a 
shepherd boy reading his bible, and 
asked him “Whathe learned from 
it?” “<The way to Heaven,” an- 
swered the boy. ‘And can you 
shew it tome?” said Sir Richard in 
banter, ‘*You must go’ by that 
tower,” said the boy, pointing to 
the tower of repentance. 

_ [We are not informed how these 
words affected Sir Richard; but we 
apprehend that areply, so season- 
able, and so significant, ought to’ 


have operated as a severe reproof.} 
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A BRIEF HISTORICAL ViEW or THE 
PROGRESS OF THE GosPEL, IN 
DIFFERENT NATIONS, siycE 375 
FIRST PROMULGATION. py THE 
REY. HUGH PEARSON, A. M. 


(Continued from page 264.) 


‘The various miraculous gifts 
which they publicly exercised, and 
communicated to others, irresisti- 
bly engaged the attention of man- 
kind, and indisputably confirmed 
the Divine origin and truth of their 
doctrine. But, besides these more 
extraordinary and sensible attesta- 
tions to their ministry, there were 
both in their instructions them- 
selves, and in the manner in which 
they were conveyed, and in their 
general dispositions and conduct, 
as real, though not as strikin; 4 
marks of Divine agency and me 
ance. ney. displayed,in the most 
simple, yet forcible manner, the in- 
trinsic excellence of Christianity, 
the perfection of its morality, the 
purity and strength of its motives, 
the awful nature ofits punishments, 
and the sublimity of its rewards, 
‘They were, aboveall, examples, in 
their own persons, of the truths 
which they laboured to inculcate 
upon others; exhibiting, in their 
uniform practice, the sublimest vir- 
tues of our holy religion. 

Nor was the result of their en- 
deavours to instruct and reform 
mankind less eminently successful 
than might justly be expected, from 
‘the operation of such powerful cau- 
Ses. The change which was grad- 
ually effected in the moral condi- 
tion of the world by the labours of 
the first preachers ‘of Christianit A 
38 Universally allowed to have been, 


tm the highest degree, beneficial 
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and important. The state of su- 
perstition and vice, in which both 
Jewsand Gentiles were involved, 
previous to the introduction of 


Christianity, has been already men-- 


tioned; but a striking difference im- 
mediately appears, wherever either 
were converted to that Heavenly 
religion. The accounts which may 
be derived from the Acts of the 
Apostles, and from the Epistles of 
St. Paul, confirmed as they are, in- 
cidentally, by the testimony of an 
impartial witness*, exhibit the 
most pleasing and satisfactory view 
of the pureand elevated principles, 
dispositions, and manners, of the 
primitive Christians. The influ- 
ence of Christianity was, it is true, 
at first confined toindividuals, and 
chiefly to the middle and lower 
classes of society. But as the 
numbers of the Disciples are uni- 


formly represented to have borne, * 


atan early period,no inconsiderable 
Proportion to the rest of the people, 
and were exer where daily increas- 
ing, the beneficial consequences of 
their principles and conduct were 
felt, in public as well as in private 
life. Many immoral and. crue} 
praetor were discontinued, and at 
length abolished: the condition of 
the lower orders of the people was 
gradually ameliorated; and the gen- 
eral state of the Roman Empire 
became, in the course of a few cen- 
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turies, visibly and 


essentially im- 
proved.* : 


. CENTURY I. 
But to resume our account of the 
rogress of Christianity—During 
+5 ae second century, the undaries 
of the Christian church were consi- 
_ derably enlarged. It is, indeed, 
| by no means 


y to alefestnings 
degree of certainty, 1 

Zee into pen the 
Gospel was first introduced, in this 

age. Justin the Martyr, who wrote 

Sten the year 106 aiter the ascen- 

of our Lord, alptye of faa 

‘propagation,in these remark- 

ble words: **There is not a nation, 

either of Greek or Barbarian, or of 

» any other name, even of those who 

R rin tribes and BUA aoe 

4 ers and tl - 

ag re nut bred the Fath- 
er and Creator of the universe, by 
the name of the crucified Jesus.” 

© @ial. cum Tryph.) These expres- 

sions of the eloquent Father may 

be admitted to be somewhat gene- 

‘ral and declamatory; yet it is ob- 

us, thathis discription must, in 

a considerable degree, have cor- 

responded with the truth. _Un- 

doubted testimonies remain of the 

existence of Christianity in_ this 
century, in Germany, Spain, Gaul, 

~ and Britain. It is possible, as we 

"have already seen, that the light of 

the Gospel might have dawned on 

the Transalpine Gaul, before the 

“conclusion of the Apostolic Ages 

but the establishment of Christian 

churches in that part of Europe, 

eannot be satisfactorily ascertained, 

before the second centuryt. At 

that period, Pothinas, in concert 

with Irenzeus and others from Asia, 

Yaboured so successfully in Gaul, 

‘that churches were Fond at Ly- 


* Sce, on the subject of the benef 
cial influences of Christianity, Paley’s 
Evidences, vol. ii. chap. 7. 

+ Mosheim su that some preach- 

ers in the first aeeaeet have laboured 
. Gaul, but with little success. And 
ith this opinion Tilemont nearly agrees. 
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ons and Vienne. From Gaul,Chris- 
tianity appears to have passed into 
that part of Germany, which was 
subject to the Romans, and from 
thence into our own country. By 
‘Tertullian also itis related, that 
the Moors and Gatuliansof Africa, 
several nations. inhabiting the bor- 
ders of Spain, various provinces of 
France,and parts of Britain inacces- 
sibleto the Romans, and also the 
Sarmations, Daci, Germans, and 
Scythi-ans, received the Gospel in 
this age. (Ad Jud. c. 7.) Towards 
the end of thecentury, Pantenus, 
a philosopher of Alexandria, is said 
by Eusebius (Hist, Eccl. lib. v. cap. 
10.) to have preached in India, and 
to have found Christians in that 
country. But although there is 
reason to believe that India had al- 
ready partially received the light of 
Christianity, it is more probably 
supposed, that the labours of Pan- 
tanus were directed to certain Jews 
of Arabia Felix, who had been 
previously instructed by St, Bar- 
tholomew the Apostle.* 

The same causes, which produ- 
ced the extraordinary and rapid suc- 
cess of Christianity in the first cen- 
tury, contributed to its progress in 
the second. ‘The gift of tongues 
was, indeed, beginning to be with- 
drawn from the preachers of the 
Gospel; but other miraculous pow- 
ers were undoubtedly continued 
during this century; though as the 
number of Christian churches in- 
creased, they were gradually di- 
minished. In addition to these Di 
vine and supernatural causes of 
the propagation of Christianity, one 
of a more ordinary nature may be 
mentioned, as having contributed 
materially to this important effect. 
This was the Translation of the 
New Testament into different lan- 
guages, more especially into the 


.* See Mosheim, cent. ii. part. i. Other 
Ecclesiastical writers, however, interpret 
this account of Ensebius asliterally refer- 
ring toIndia, particularly Jortin and M2 
ner. 


‘Latin, which was ‘now more univer- other places. “From 
are nown thatrany other. Of the knowlede of the 


the Li 


been distinguished by the name of country. In the course of 
the Italic was the most celebrated, 
and was followed by the Syriac, the 
Egyptian, and the Ethiopic; the it which borde: 
dates of which cannot, however, ternus. 


be accurately ascertained, 
GeNTURY mL. 


. iv. cap, 19:p. 221.) The 
fierce and warlike nation of the 
Goths, who, inhabiting the coun- 
tries of. Moesia and Thrace, made 

erpetual incursions into the 
bony provinces, and some, like- 
wise, of the adjoining tribes of Sar- 
matia received the knowleze of the 
Gospel by means of several bishops, 
who were either sent thither from 
Asia, or had become their captives. 
‘These venerable teachers, by the 
miraculous powers which they ex- 
ercised, and by the sanctity of their 
lives, became the instruments of 
converting great numbers, and, in 
process of time, of softening and 
civilizing this rude and barbarous 
people. 

In France, during the reign of 
the Emperor Decius, (A. D. 250) 
and in the midst of his persecutions 
the Christian churches, which had 
hitherto been confined to the neigit- 
bourhood of Lyons and Vienne, 
were considerably increased. B 
the labours of many pious and zeal- 
ous men, among whom Saturninus, 
the first bishop of Toulouse, was 
particularly distinguished, church- 
€s were founded at Paris, Tours, 
Acvles, Narbonne, and in several 
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Versions, that whichhas in a short time, Drone ae 


0 ~ eutions, and the Yarious efforts 
spread, which had been rnade to extinguish 
: | : i 


he 
tury, Christianity flourished in Gen r 
many, particularly in those py; 


dd. Barly, 


berty to live ac- 
institutions; 
is himself em- 
‘religion. Va- 
that their account may be true, : ‘he 
(See Usher and Stillinfleet, Antiq. " ducin, a 
et Orig. Keel. Brit.) og 
Tn this century, the clemency 
and mildness of several of the Ree 
man Emperors, and the encourage: ~ 
ment which some of them gave ag bs ks. 
Christianity, tended materially to o the impel if 
augment its influences and, though ae ipo 
the number of miracles was consis 
derably diminished, some extraor- 
dinary powers were still continued 
tothe church. 'The piety and cha- 
rity of the Christian Disciples con- 
tinued also to excite the notice and 
admication of the Heathen; and the 
zealous labours of Origen a! oth- 2 " it 3, 
rs, i8 the randlation aull aigomeNed Bragees! practice of virtues dloubtltiss 
sion of the New Testament, and in Cate oa the rind 
the composition of different works Bea eocsiactios. Aud, what is nore 
in the defence and illustration of |.” Re ee iia thable, that, 
Christianity, contributed to in- Ree eet a raciaired 
crease the number of Christians, nol: extensive views of the excels 
and to extend the boundaries of the Seeceakd importance of the Chri 
(hae tian Religion, and gradually ai 
ed at au entire conviction efits 
vine origin. About. the year 
324, when in consequence of the 
‘defeat and death of Licinins, he 
remained sole lord of the Roman 
_Einpire, Constantine openly avow- 
> ed his opposition to. Paganism. 
From that period, he earnestly ex- 
orted all his subjects to embrace 
ne Gospel; and at length, toward 
the close of his reign.zealonsly em- 


ree 
anity to promote the; 
ent, by enforci 
ears 


CENTURY Iv. 

Hitherto Christianity had been 
established and propagated in the 
world not only independently of all 
human contrivance and support, |, 
but in opposition to every species” 
of worldly authority. During the 
long course of three hundred years, 
the church had been exposed to the 
malice and power of its numerous 
formidable enemies. It had sus 
tained the fiery trial of ten perse~ 


istianity were PmPTS the zeal of their fathers 


th century, & as did all bis 


genius, 
aud the 


na Be Stipes Christianity, in every, part of the 


century; with the exception of the 


Se eiire theritaxof Pa: 


da short interrup- 
a to the triumphant progress of 
Christianity. These vweres however, 
speedily counterbalanced by 

renewed 


hristianity; so that, toward 
Oe ne of fie century, the reli- 


i tant purpose, must unques~ 
ipsa pone et Suites 
must be remembered, that Christi- 
anity cannot be justly chargeable 
with the errors of its friends, and 
that the wise and tolerant maxims, 
which are now so generally ac~ 
khowledged were not then sufli- 
ciently known, or were erroneous- 
ly deemed inapplicable to the gross 
stiperstition of the Gentiles. But 
if such were the zeal of Constan- 
" tine and his successors in the cause 
of Christianity, we cannot be sur- 
prised at its successful extension 
amongst many barbarous and un- 
civilized nations: / 
~~ During this century, the province 
of Armenia which ‘had probably 
been, in some nteasure, visited 
with the light of Christianity atits 
tet rise, became completely illn- 
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inated. This change was chief]; 
rs ed by the labours of Greed, 
xy, commonly called the Enlight. 
ener. 

In Persia also which is suppose 
to have contained many Chttane 
even in the first and second centu- 
ries, the Gospel was, during the pre- 
sent, more extensively propagated. 

Towards the middle of this cen- 
tury, (A. D. 833.) Frumentius, an 
inhabitant of Egypt, carried” the 
knowledge of Christianity toa 
ple of Hthiopia, or Abyssinia, 
whose capital was Auxumis, He 
baptized their king, ther with 
several persons of the highest rank 
in his courts and returning into E- 
gypt was consecrated by St. 

thanasius, the first bishop of that 
country, where he afterwards 
preached with great success. The 
church, thus founded in Abyssinia, 
continues to this day; and still con- 
siders herself as a daughter of Alex- 
andria. 

Christianity was introduced into 
the easyer of Iberia, between 
the Euxine and the Caspian Seas, 
and called Georgia, by means of a 
female captive, during the reign of 
Constantine, whose pious and, as 
itis asserted,* miraculous endow- 
ments, so deeply impressed the 
king and queen, that they abandon- 
ed idolatry; and sent to Constanti- 
nople for ae T persons, to instruct 
them and their subjects, in the 
knowledge of the Christian reli- 


ion. 

, Soon after the death of Constan- 
tine, his son Constantius sent an 
embassy to a people called Homer- 
ite, supposed to have been the an- 
cient Sabeans and the posterity of 
Abraham by Keturah, dwelling in 
Arabia Felix. One of the princi- 
pal ambassadors was Theophilus, 
an Indian; who, in his youth, had 
been sent as an hostage to Constan- 


* By Rufinus, and after him by So- 
erates, Sozomez, and Theodoret, See 
Jortin, Eccl: Remarks, vol, ii, 
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tine, from the inhabitants of the Is- 
land Diu; and, settling at Rome, 
led a monastic life, and obtained a 

eat reputation for sanctity. By 
his missionary, the Gospel was 
reached to the Homerite; the 
king and many of the people were 
converted; and Christianity was 
established in their country. After 
this, ‘Theophilus went to Din; and 
in his way,passed through many re- 
gions of site jiaswhere the Gospel was 
already received;and where fe rec 
tified some irregularities in practice. 
Both Theophilus, however, and 
these Indian Christians, were A- 
Tians. (Jortin. vol. ) 

During the reign of the Empe- 
ror Valens, a large body of the 
Goths, who had remained attached 
to their ancient superstitions, not- 
withstanding the previous conyer- 
sion of some of their countrymen, 
were permitted, by that prince, to 

ss the Danube, and to inhabit 

acia, Meecia, and ‘Thrace, on con+ 
dition of living subjects to the Ro- 
man Laws, and embracing Chris- 
tianity. This condition was ac- 
cordingly accepted by their king 
Fritigem. The celebrated Ulphiz 
las, bishop of those Goths who 
dwelt in Masia, contributed great- 
ly to their improvement, by trans- 
lating the four Gospels into the Go- 
thic language. 

Notwithstanding the utmost ef- 


forts of the Christian Bishops in” 


the European provinces of the em- 
pire, great numbers of Pagans still 
remained. In Gaul, however, the 
labours of the venerable Martin, of 
Tours, were so successful, in the 
destruction of idolatry and super- 
stition, and the propagation of 
Christianity, that he justly acquir- 
ed the honourable title of the 4pos- 
tle of the Gauls. 

authority and the examples 
of Constantine, and his imperial 
successors, probably tended greatly 
to the pata of the Christian re- 
ligion during this century. 
(Zo be continued. 


ee) 


ht ioe 


” Evangelical Museum, 


From the Christian Observer. 


’ neha? ofp Aah 
|. THE INFLUENCE OF AN AFFECTION- 


SATE AND TENDER SPIRIT IN A 


| MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL. - 


A clergyman, however wise or 
~ pious, if he is deficient in the kind- 
ly sympathies of the heart, must be 
Content to forego a large measure 
of usefulness, especially among the 
por, the young, and the afflicted. 
wen though there should be no as- 
signable error of doctrine, or in- 
consistency of conduct, a coldness 
of heart, oreven of manner, ina 


minister, ‘will usually prevent his 


| turally less 


” fining access to the affections of 
jis_people. ‘Tenderness was the 
edicted and the fulfilled charac- 


~ ter of Him who is the great exem- 


plar tochis church in Christian and 
ministerial attainments. He did 
not break the bruised reed or 
quench the smoking flaxhis whole 
life was a career of mercy, bene- 
volence, and disinterested affec- 
tion. How deeply. his immediate 
“disciples drank of his spirit, may 
- beseen, not only in the epistles of 
“his beloved Apostle St. John, whose 
memory is proverbially characteriz- 
“ed by tenderness and sympathy, 
"but even in those of a perhaps na- 
ntle spirit,—St. Pe- 
ter: yea, of him who was oncea 
“persecutor and injurious,” who 
‘breathed out threatenings and 
slaughter,” but whose altered cha- 
racter is evinced throughout his 
writings, and no where more so 
‘than in his Epistle to Philemon on 
behalf of his fugitive but peni- 
tent slave. It will instantly be felt, 
inperusing this affecting Epistle, 
or indeed almost any page of the 
New Testament, how eflicaciously 
an affectionate spirit in the minis- 
ters of Christ finds its way to the 
human heart, and how very differ- 
You. L—Fvan. Mus. 
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ent would have been the effect, if, 
instead of such a spirit, had been 
exhibited the mere coldness of sch 
lastic admonition, or the imperi- 
ousness of official dignity. Against 
nothing should a minister, who va- 
Jues his pastoral usefulness 
strenuously guard, than agains 
unkind or objurgatory habits of ad- 
dress, either in the pulpit or in 
his private intercourse with his 
flock. Yet this is not enough: 
his heart must be imbued with ami- 
able affections: he should feel a 
prompt and unsolicited expansion 
of soul towards his fellow creatures; 
he should love them as Christ lov- 
ed him, and bear with them as his 
Heavenly Father has borne with him. 
Itis impossible to calculate the ill 
effects arising from a hard, unfeel- 
ing discharge of clerical duties, or 
from austere or morose habits in 
the more retired walks of pastoral 
intercourse. Unhappily, the lar- 
gest heart is not always accompani- 
ed with suavity and Kindness of de- 
portment; yet, without these, a 
minister, however justly respect- 
ed, cannot hope to be the friend 
and_adviser of his peoples except 
so far, indeed, as the weight of 
his character, and a consciousness 
of his real excellence, may be a 
counterpoise for his external defect 
—for if the defect bea defect of 
heart, nothing can atone for it— 
‘The urbanity of the most accom- 
lished courtier would be an utter- 

iy unworthy and ineflicacious sub- 

stitute for that Christian affection 
which urges a pious minister to 
“spend and be spent” for his people. 
t would be tedious tv enter in- 

to particulars on this inexhaustible 
subjects but it may not be inappo- 
site to remark, that a clergyman 
of piety, if he would be generally 
nsefil in his parish. should espect 
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make light of this. Or, if they 
should still look upon it as a duty, 
they must allow that duty is the on- 
ly road to privilege. In either 
view, the practice of our part of 
the duty, consecrated by the ex- 
ample of our Saviour, and kept in 
force by the practice and precepts 
of his church ever since, 4s to'be 
duly and religiously performed 

T must, however, observe, that 
there are a few in superior offices 
and stations, who, from long pre- 
scriptive use, think they havea 
just claim to be exempted. And 
‘we, from motives of peace and 

rial prudence, ought, per- 
aps, at times, to allow the claim 
Not indeed because we are always 
satisfied that they ha se, 
but because we are sometimes 
fraid of exposing their ignoran: 
Hence, however, appears the ne 
cessity of more than ordinary di- 
ligence to instruct and catechise 
the children of the richer and high- 
er classes of men, when they are 
young, since they will not, when 
they grow up, submit to it. 

But let us ownit, my brethren 
the greatest objection to the prac. 
tice of catechising our people, 
will be found, I fear, to lie of 
ten at our own door. The work 
is difficult, our parishes are large, 
and we cannot often otertake ie 
amidst so much other business.” 
‘The work is, confessedly, attend- 
ed with labours and who ever 
dreamed that this was not the case 
with every part of our office? An 
office which requires of us, “never 
tocease from our labour, care, and 
diligence, ‘till we have done all 
that lieth in us, according to our 
jounden duty, towards all such as 
are committed tu our care, in or- 
der to bring them to a ripeness and 
perfection of stature in Christ Je- 
Susan office which requires 
of ‘us, # to set aside, as much as 
may be, all worldly cares and stu- 

es, and to give ourselves wholly 
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to this vocation, and to draw allour 
Pay, and to 


cares and studies this 
this en 


that, by our daily readin 
and weighing of the scriptures, an 
praying for the assistance of God’ 
holy spirit, we may usefully per 
forim the daily duities of our Calls 
ing, and wax daily:riperand stron: 
er in our_ winistry”® m4 
which requires of us, and requires 
itunder the ction of oe 
lemn vows, ‘faithfully, diligent. 
ly, and cheerfully, to discharee 
all the parts of the ministerial 
work, to the edification of the bor 
dy of Christ*}—who would have 
ever thought but such an office was 
extremely difficult and laborions? 
Yes, my brethren, our whole of 
i especially this part of it, is 
led with labour. But of Ja- 
boar we or eno account, 
when jit is productive, as here, of 
the greatest ad tage both to = 
a and to our people. With 
regard to ourselves, there is noth- 
ing better calculated to exercise 
and increase all. our. gifts and 
graces, to give our consciences 
peace, and to fill our hearts with 
Jey, in the prospect of that awful 
iy on which our life and actions 
areto be reviewed. Besides, it 
will give us the best opportun: 
of becoming intimatel 
with our people, so 
know the temper, acter, and 
conduct of each, knowledge 
will enable us to address them ina 
suitable manner on all occasions 
and to put up such prayers for 
them as may suit their respective 
conditions. “And, let me ask you, 
mybrethren, I beseech you, what 
mighty service can wedo to thesouls 
of our people, if we have not this 
intimate knowledge of their per- 
sons, names, and characters’ 
Must a teacher know his scholars. 
a physician his patients, and even 
aherd his cattle, before they can 
take the proper care of their respec- 
* Liturgy of the Chur Englond 
} Acisef Assembly we eens 


by 
As 


—an office » 


"tive charges? and are not we unde! 
a, stron, necessity of knowing t 


the flo 
hath made 


them? How gind 
we attend to that part of our duty, 
es us the best opportuni- 
ing this useful knowl- 
we may 


this duty is 


‘in to 
unds 


; hentia ‘the first principles of Chris- 
ity, and lays the foundation of 
religion in their souls, but also en- 
_ ables them to understand those 
terms and modes of speech which 
pee occur in our sermons. 
In public, we speak to many; and 
‘what we say may sometimes hardly 
suit the particular case of any nuin- 
ber of afer: or, if it should, the 
fewest only will take the trouble of 
“applying it to themselves, though 
ready enough to apply it to their 
neighbours. But, when we ad- 
dress only one, he knows he is the 
man: His thought kept close 
to the discourses he is obliged to 
take part in it; the whole of it is 
~ nade level to his capacity, and he 
© js forced to applyyit- Indeed, this 
personal and private teaching is so 
necessary, that, without it, little 
can be expected from the most ex- 
cellentsermons. ‘Try it when you 
lease, my brethren, and you will 
End that hundreds who have heard 
your sermons, perhaps for twenty 
‘years, are grossly. and wofully ig- 
horant, if they have not also been 
taught and examined in private. 
‘teacher, who should impose no 
task, nor ask any question of his 
scholars, although he should often- 
er than one day in the week read 
excellent lectures, would find ve- 
ry few of them make any sensible 
progress. 


In a word, what Quinc- 
Zilian says of children is equally 
applicable to grown people. ‘They 
are like narrow-necked bottles, 


Evangelical Museum. 
+ which, if you wish to fill 


“over whom ihe Holy Ghost ivinto one after anothers 

‘us overseers, that we wil 

* porte ‘able to take heed to all of all togetl ee 
ly, then, should much water among them. 

this part of duty, that must, ina 

great measure, be le! y 


have so one’s own discretion. y 
observe,. that it must all be gone 
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with wa- 


‘ou must take singly, and pour 
5 for you 


ng them 


er, J 


I) never speed by setti 
her, and casting ever £0 


"As to the manner of conducting 


ft to eve 
LT shall 


through in the spirit of love and 
meekness. Avoid all hasty, harsh, 
and discouraging expressions, 
which would be little better than 
daggers on these occasions. Beas 


condescending, and patient, and 
familiar, aud plain, as possible. 
je see and feel that 


Let your peo 
you aim at nothing but their salva- 
tion. Make every necessary al- 
Jowance for youth and age, for 
want of leisure and of opportuni- 
ty. Ask no needless or uniimport- 
ant qu 
defimtions. Many have some know- 
ledge who have no facility of ex- 
pression. Propose your questions 
in the simplest form, and in the 
plainest terms; and e .€v! 
oue answer in his own plait 
familiar language. Ask no. ques- 
tion that you think too difficult for 
the person you speak to, lest he 
think you mean to expose him. 
Never allow any one to be long at 
a loss, but either simplify the que 
tion, or immediately solve it 
‘Anualize the questions, which they 
can repeat by rote, into their com- 
ponent parts, that they may learn 
to attend to the meaning of all the 
particulars which these questions 
comprehend, and to observe the 
import of the words which they 
can repeat. Dwell chiefly on points 
of the greatest importance, aud 
again and again, explain them. 
You can harldy conceive how slow 
they are to understand those spi- 
ritual things to which their thoughts 
are so little accustomed. ‘She 
plainest truths of the gospel to 
them are often as the deepest mys- 
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teries. When yon have done with 
each, direct him to what he should 
ain, 
and mark itafter his name in your 
that you 
may wish toremember concerning 
him. Prescribe tasks to the 
younger, and let them know that 
» After 


principally attend till called 


roll, with any thing e 


you mark their progres 
you have, in this manner, dealt 
with each, and pressed your suit 
with a holy mixture of seriousness 
and terror, and love, and meek- 
ness, and evangelical allurement, 
conclude with an earnest and gen- 
eral exhortation, and with fervent 


praise, are, on these occasions too, 
extremely becoming, 

It would greatly add to the good 
effects of catechising, if ministers 


to go 
hism in 


public, and explain every word of 
it to their people. And this can be 
no hard matter to any man, when 
he has once made up lis mind upon 
it, and formed some easy illustra- 
tions and similes, which ‘the hear- 
ers can retain in their memo: In 
situations in which the people could 
attend, the Sabbath evenings, when 
the days are long, might be devoted 
with great advantage, to this use- 
ful exercise. 

Here, then, I drop the subject of 
catechising, with observing, that if 
ministers were to make conscience 
of this part of their duty, and 
preach from house to house, the 
fruits of it would soon be manifest, 
in the greater knowledge, and more 
holy practice, of their peoples 
whereas, without it, their public 
discourses are, in respect of many, 
in agreat measure, thrown ay 
No wonder, when the apostle Paul 
himself apprehended, that if he had 
not preached pra ately he might have 
laboured in vain.* “I charge you, 

* Gal. i. 2. 


therefore, my brethern, & 

and the Lord Jesus Ohne oa 
shall judge the quick and the 
at his appearing, and 
that you be instant in this duty, 
season and out of season, with all 


des 


hly the concern of us 
ll scen in the knowl 
edge, and fixed in the belief, of the 
great truths of our holy religion, 
summed up in the Shorter Cate- 
chisms especially in this shaking 
time, when the winds of error are 
blowing, and the most sacred fun+ 
damental t 
ed by D 
others. As itis surprising 
serve how fast erroneous books are 
spread and bo®ght up at this day, 
so it is astonishing to behold to 
what height infidelity and damnable 
heresies are arrived in our age; 
while ss Christianity 
do wrang] other, alas, 
infidelity doth prevail against us 
all! and it may cause us tremble to 
think what shall be the issue, if the 
God of truth do not in mercy arise 
and stop its career. < 

nd, to conclude, let me like- 
wise humbly intreat young persons, 
diligently to improve all such helps 
and means of instruction in the 
season of youth, and carefully to 
prepare for and attend all diets of 
catechising, whether in private ot 
public, and hearken with delight to 
parents, masters, or ministers, who 
would teach them the things which 

concern their everlasting” peace. 

O consider how many young peopie 

are hurried into eternity before they 

know and lay these things to 

heart!” ]}—~Willison. 


his kingdom, 
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CECIL’S REMAINS. 


_— This is a volume which has been 
“most extensively read, which is 
Hy and ‘most high! 

and which is, unquestionably, 
f ing excellence and 


long-suffering and doctrine.—And) 

y again, let us make no account = 
of the labour. ‘The chance of sas 
ving, were it but one precious soul, 
from everlasting damnation, would | 


ly any production of modern 
mes lias been more bencticial to 
students and young ministers; and 
mduce greatly to sub- 


it would condu 7 
serve their highest interests, in the 

osecution of ministerial labours, 
‘were they to lay it down as a fixed 
and an undeviating rule, that they 


would peruse it annually with 
utmost attentiveness and vi 
‘and accompany the perusal with de- 
yout and importunate supplications, 
that the principles which it embo- 
theirs, and that the 


the spirit which the 
unceasingly cultivate. 


bits the Christian, in 
manding beauty, dignity, and use- 


er, to the very 
A book which delineates 


fulness of his chara 


and dangers; wh 

greater number of noble and inesti- 
timents and principle: 
idly exhibited: 


most freshly and vi 
which comprises a larger quantity 
of matter in the same compas: 

which discovers more tanliness of 
thought, pithy vigour, and enerzet- 
ic originality of rem: 


copiously abounds in 
priate, familiar, thonzh most 
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and striking illustrations; or which 
is more distinctively and finely 
characterized by its vein of pure, 
clevated, and ardent piety; it is 
scarcely possible to meet with: and 
hence it obviously follows, that it 
ought to be put into the hands of 
every minister and private Chris- 
jand if a candidate for the 
Christian ministry do not procure 
it, peruse, and re-peruse it, and 
get its statements imprinted on the 
memory, and its principles engra- 
ven on the heart, he does not 
discover much wisdom; he wilfully 
remains destitute of an inestimable 
treasure, which would enrich him 
unspeakably, not merely in relation 
to life, “its active duties and its 
scenes of sorrow,” but also tend to 
compose and animate him, in pros- 
pect of the solemnities of death, 
and the realities of eternity. 

Cecil was, most unquestionably, 
an eminent man. His understand- 
ing was. naturally quick, shrewd, 
and masculine. His judgment was 
Vigorons and sagacious; seizing a 
dificult or strong point in a mo- 
ment, and grasping it with the ut- 
most tenacity. His fancy was live- 
ly, familiar, yet powerlul, and of- 
ten exceedingly elevated in its cony 
ceptions. His writings. discover. 
great command of languages they, 
are full of bold, idiomatic, vigorous, 
and striking language. He was no 
copyist or mere imitator; consider- 
able originality of thought and ex~ 
pression characterize afl. his com- 

asitions. He possessed a most 
fener art of illustrating a subject, 
ina simple, nervous, and smost Iu- 
minous manner. There are few 
elaborate efit His composi- 
tions do not discover great profun- 
dity of research, though it is evi- 
dent that he was a sonnd and pret. 
ty extensive reader. Much ab. 


ee 


jntellect, such as ‘*a master ae 
would discover, is not to be found 
in his writings; an artless, anstudi- 
ed, but original and striking sim- 
plicity, and a happiness of allusion 
which throws a bright and broad 
gleam of light on the subject under 
discussion, are more characteristic 
of his mental eff In this last- 
mentioned ect, Cecil often re- 
minds me of Newton: and I cannot 
help thinking, that if, in the slight- 
est degree, he imitated any man, 
John Newton was the model that 
he held before his ‘‘mind’s eye.” 
The works of Cecil will ne: grow 
into disuse, or be unappreciated, or 
disesteemed by the religious world. 
There is so much genuine talent,as 
well as elevated piety, unequivo- 
cally and impressively. exhibited, 
that while a Christian lives, of any 
intellectual diserument or devo My 
the writings of Cecil will be read, 
admired, and most highly valued, 
The Christian character ‘of Cecil 
was most beauteous and finished. 
“The features of the man of God 
stand broadly out.” 


No feature, however, more deep- 
ly interests me, than his unimur- 
muting disposition—his perfect and 
cordial submissiveness to the will 
of Heaven, In this respect, he re- 
sembled “a weaned child? “Lord, 
I would not choose formyself, Take 
all—when thou wilt—whatthou wilt 
—how thou wilt.” ‘The principles 
conveyed by this language, appear 
to have been his prevailing and uni- 
form spirit; and one more beaute: 
ous and sublime could not have 
been manifested. I wish such a 
disposition were more common a- 
mong Christians. 


No Christian library of any re- 
‘spectability ought to be without the 
Works of Cecil; they contain an e- 
pitome of Christian Theology,a rich 
mine of Christian expe: ience, and 
an ample directory for the Chris- 
tian character. 
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nein 
straction of thought, or elevation of “*Swck a man speaks loudly from hii 


_ What an ornament to the: 
of Christ are men of Cecil 
~—deyotedness, and spiritual 7 

From the Boston Recorder. 

A NEW WORK ON BApTisyy, 
Nine Lectures on Infant Ba 
tism by The Rev. Prof, Wo 
have just appeared from the p 
at Andover. To some, the am 
nouncement of such a work on 
suggest the inquiry, Cui bono, 
others it will be received with gre 
satisfaction—a sa 


He 


b: 


a_ thorough 
elf. 


Theology 
shed at the request of those 


Theological students, to whom they 


were first delivered, two years aza, 
and also at the solicitation of many 
ministers, and students, who have 
since become acquainted with 
them, 

The Author’s views of the im- 
portance of his subject will be per- 
ceived from two or three sentences, 
found in the introductory lecture. 
“It obviously possesses a high de- 
gree of importance, and deserves 
to be maintained with firmness and 
zeal. But r all, we must re- 
member, it is an outward rite, and 
does not belong to the essential a 
ticles of the Christian religion." 
“It is clear, that the subject of 
Baptism cannot be regarded as 
bearing any comparison in point of 
importance, with the conversion 
and salvation of sinners.”? Yet, it 
‘ought not to be underrated, or 
treated as a trifle. It is no 
trifle.” 

I do not propose, in this short no- 
tice of a work of high excellence, 
to enter into the train of argument 


faction, we are 
persuaded, that will be increased | 
i acquaintance with 


And they 


a 


4a ; 
which the Professor supports his 
pee. /This enonghhtp 

fairness, 


ee mark the course. o| 
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be found in the work, whi 


i 3 
AY, ve pain to the conscientiou! It 
ay at oe Beda of either denomination. it 
and singular Sewritten throughout in the sp 
» of meekness a 
an answer be attem| 


sat 
will 


love; and should 
ted, any other 


‘hat weapons than logical argument an 


T nothi 
nor that 
n nents 
been. a failure 


will not be ke 
p atenable—bat ane 
nat they ¢ t be overthrown 
< aenn from the armo- 
God. 


ne 
“One of these lectures only is de- 


oted to the “Mode of Baptisms” 
rose if any eS a differ- 
ence of opinion will arise between 
the Author and his Pado-baptist 
brethren, as to the concessions thi 
may be made to opponents, copes 
tently with trath and duty. And 
yet, lor such a difference, there is 
ho just foundation—nor can it long 
continue, after some prejudices, 
easily accounted for, shall have 
passed away. : 
| The spirit in which the work is 
written, is just that, which becomes 
every man who undertakes to es 
fend any part of the Religion of the 
meek and lowly Jesus. [tis the 
spirit of the Bible. ‘The course 
pursued, is the straight-forward 
one, always followed by the man 
who has a single and important ob- 
ject in view—and moves onward, 
‘with firmness and dignity, to lay 
hold of its treating all who would 
hinder him, with courtesy, and 
blending so much mildness of coun- 
tenance, with his fixedness of pur- 
pose, as finally to disarm opposition, 
and ensure the good will of all, 
whom it is desirable to: concili- 

te. 

f It may be said with confidence, 
that there is not a single sentence to 
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newonanold Christian affection, would inevita~ 


been marked, in many instances, 


f asperity little be- 
Ntuedlisciples of Christ; and 


f 
full view of the whole ground o 
dispute, without any tincture ace 
party bitterness. It is especially 
refreshing, as it indicates the near 
approach of the day when “Ephraim 
shat not envy Judah, and Judal 
shall not vex Ephraim.” ? 
It is nearly superfluous to add, 
that the style of the author is, in 
this, as in his former works—the 
happy vehicle of thought—clear as 
the waters that fas m the sanc- 
ary. While the v 
originally designed for Theological 
students, and will afford a rich re- 
st to every minister of God, who 
delights inthe retirement of his 
study, they are equally well adapt- 
ed, with perhaps the exception of 
an occasional page, to instruct and 
edify the Christian in the bumblest 
walks of life. ‘That they will form 
a standard work on the subject of 
which they treat, there can be no 
doubt; and the more widely they 
are circulated, and the more exten- 
sively they are read, the better 
will the public mind be informed, 
and the public feeling regulated in 
regard to this unhappy controver- 
God gravt, that the design of the 
author, to bring the two denomina- 
tions to a more perfect unity of af- 
fection, and harmony of operation, 
may be crowned with abundant suc- 
cess. 
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ay ae ust or portion 
: ad yaaa jn the the righteous? In answering th 


e ju Lgetietsosids Spang canis 
4 ae es nostle, actin: inquiry, it is important to observe, 
ase OF SOME EXPRES- ) te wlpetory sane ine thet the language of scripture is to 
N SCRIPTURE, H satisfy the or Mea in the study of the Holy be interpreted, not by viewing each 
Hor the Evangelical Museum, : ; ptures, it should be our object, sentence, or each member of a sen- 
r, Epiror:—In the Charl : conjecture. All the ques. ; to satisfy our own tence, in a detached form; but by 
Observer of the Tot or easton tions alluded to, together to make ourselves viewing each text, in connexion 
last, a communication ap cored answers, I subjoin to this commu- _ jelding “the sword of with its context. This is an ins 
over the siznature af weanrbeared, nication. That their perusal may” it, which is the word of portant principle, which ought al- 
8 ‘Amor Veri- be blest, to the promotion of i q G Wwe may be enabled to ways to be kept in views for, if we 


3 juste i jon tic might adduce, this question is 
hier just OF BUSH PPT a subjoined—MDoes not God take al 


tas,” proposing four gestions, f : ; fand us i 

% fo ie : ‘ sone sks ue in 
the'solution of any one of the nee etygimterest. of all, inte, whosee fe eee yess? Tose sett Otic. For example: 
Biéro . z wen F i oe . ; ji nivel . For ex : 
merous correspondents of that use- cere and fervent precy ane Se ‘ ganae Segue Tathe commencement of the Lith 
ful publication. — Recognising, in prayer of hates Te offseng Psalm, we read, “The fool hath 


ree 4 4 now proposed, offspri ¢ 
Geataten these questions, old ac- : a. sceptical eta said in his heart, there is no God.” 
aintances; and having at. ha ; ; , va ‘The fe 
cichlonteand bien at hand, 1. Q. “Why should Saint Pant A shall rather consider and Leave out the words, +The foot 
i vers to them, as were, at have interred that Enoch did it, as proceeding from ade- hath said in his heart;” and detach 
east, satisfactory to myself, felt see death, from Moses? not ‘ thorenisiniogpart of the 


fotna arti ¥ e to ascertain, how the Apostle from them, jr 
some degree of to learn, that Enoch was not, for Gol took al, Moittea iasiance; seg sentence; and you are thus ted into 
whether the answers returned to him? Does not God take all ¢ |. dicated, as anaccurate interpreter the horrid absurdity and impiety of 
them should correspond with those righteous?” al ie of the Old Testament, against the representing the Holy 8 riptaresias 

but, take the 


Thad previously written 0 : t : ve He 
= ly en. Accord- The Apostl A ‘ 4 cayils of a captious sceptic. ‘Tak- teaching Atheisn t 
ingly, Lhave looked, with some in- Epistle to the Tere ne Gng this view of the question, I whole sentence in connesions and 
Dane ere ee columns of every trating the fruits and’ effects of shall pursue the investigation alit- you have before you the declaration, 
t of the Charleston Obser- faith, adduces, among others, the tle further. that all Athe’ 
B ; 


ver which has since b H EK q i Ss apply this r i 
% oi een publish- example of Enoch, who, *! i The declaration of Moses, re- Let us now apply this reasoning 
* eds but uo answers to these ques was vanelateds Oar hie ferred to in the question before us, to the case betore us. I readily 
. lions have, as yet, appeared in see deaths and zas not found, be, js contained in the 24th verse, of grant, that the words of Moses ré- 
at paper. The three questions cause God had translated hime the 5th chapter of the book of Gen- specting Enoch, viz: For God 


ae erhked 1 ree some years The Hebrews, to whom this Epis. 
. proposed to me, bya member tle was addressed 5 toh 
8» proposed to me, er was addressed. had access to F : hearts 

and the first Tou reed eyed cal account which Moses» ae Ep eri darts Perel hs nessa 
Phy Macht ay ne nae eee . ose who re. - , “And Enoch walked with sarily require this construction; and 


esis; and, what is called Paul’s in- took him,” do not, abstractedly 
4 ce from this declaration, is considered, prove the fact of Enoch’s 


orc y 5 F the Old and sar : 
my papers. As the correspondents’ Mew Test ieee) o i aS dhe was not; for God took it is very true, that God does, in- 
of the Charleston Observer have spiration of Gods it ee The language of Paul, on deed, ‘iake all the righteous” but, 


hitherto all by i otiiae ji fi _18 not ma- ’ eae % 2 . és 
them, have concluded recting rial, whether Paul is here to be | Se eeremeteeteaucthe shoeid "it shgwhole contents ofthe cay 
2 place for be together with ae peti pth Pee eee Hy ; H ise dealt and was ee a eae 
answers, elica v4 nto 5 im. ?? jens ink, i 
iinjand,astheEditoref theChenee,(eeimsand believed by them sora re~ Beanies cece te “ariv appear topoenstc bo: any con 
ton’ Observer will probably see Moweched Weeder tilly» what Gaue Mosespithat OGod -didimind, rationally, ot consyatent- 
them there, if he Shiser ia teins ke ‘all ey expressed. noc prove, that Enoch ly, to understand the words in any 
fer them to his columns, for the ed. not merely in an Steere rutont ekieasuentithansn shat of 3 decks, 
the r 


b - os tak: 7 enti i - 
cate the anganauiting correspond- commentator of the present day, ex rere Betae Stehiege here <tollerron;rtone stag dont. 
Brtheasence of any Ning Seer, rzemngemnigg Pores the ea eae tn ne 
, afford some satisfaction. “Yo the turess and drawing inferences free Siesond 
‘itional question, I shall en- the Divine Recor: Is, which may be 


"of Enoch’s translation? As theas- ence between the phraseology used 
" sumed presumptive evidence of the in relation to Enoch, and that em- 
contrary supposition, which a scep- ployed in relation to the other an- 
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tedilnvian Patriarchs, 


succeeding him. 
design of the whole chapter, e 
dently is, to furnish an account 


the ages of the antediluvian Patri- 


archs, from Adam to Noah. Ai 
cordingly,the several ages of Adat 


Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, 
Jared, Enoch, Methuselah, and 
Lamech, are distinctly stated. 
Now, mark the language employed, 


in recording the age of each « 
these patriarchs. In the 
it is said, ‘And all the 
Adam lived were nine hu 


thirty years; and he died: in th 
8th ve i 


and twelve years; and he died:” in 


the 11th verse, itis said, And all 
the days of Enos were nine hun- 
dred and five years; and he died:” 


in the 14th verse, it is said, “And 
all the days of Cainan were nine 
hundred and ten years; and he 
died:” in the 17th verse, it is said, 
“And all the days of Mahalaleel, 
Were eight hundred and ninety-five 
years; and he died: in the” 20th 
Verse, it is said, **And all the days 
of Jared, were nine hundred and 
sixty-two years; and he died: in 
the 27th verse, it is said, “*And all 
the days of Methuselah, were nine 
hundred and sixty-nine years; and 
he died:” in the 3st ve it is 
said, ‘And all the days of Lam- 
ech were seven hundred, seventy 
and seven years; and he dicd:”. 
but, in the 23d and 24th, vers 
where Enoch is mentioned, we find 
a departure from this uniformity of 
expression. Here, his age, or the 
period of his residence on earth, is 
iven; but nothing is said of his 
leath. In the 23d verse, the Sa- 


mentioned 
in this chapter, as preceding and 
The scope and 


Sth verse, 
days that by the 
ndred and ment?” 


e, it is said, “And all the 
days of Seth, were nine hundred 


the Sacred Historian 
Enoch walked with 


vi- 
of struction can be given to th 
words, when compared with 
c- language used in reference ts 
nm, other 

Heaven, without tasting of dea 
It must, surely, be the deci ion 
candour, that this wv 
fact, which Moses, 
neant to communicate, 


2Q 


of 


e A. He means, 
clouds above Heaven. 
denote 
n includes, not only the atmos 
or region of the 


breathe, in which fowls fly, and in 
which clouds : 


move; but also that 
ether, or sky, in which the Sung 
Moon, and 8, are divinely pla- 
ced. The lower region of the fir- 
mament serves to separate the wa- 
ter of the clouds above it, from the 
water of the sea below it. ‘This 
appears plain, from the language of 
the Sacred Historian, Gen. i. 6, 7, 
“And God said, let there be a fir- 
mament in the midst of the waters, 
and let it divitle the waters from the 
waters. And God made the firma- 
ment, and divided the waters which 
were under the firmament from the 
waters which were above the Jirma- 
ment; and it was s verse 14, 
‘And God said, let there be lights 
in the firmament of the Heaven, to 
divide the day from the night; and 
let them be for signs, and for se: 
sous, and for days and years.” 
verse 20, ‘And God said, let the 


waters bring forth abundantly the 
movin; 


Int creature that hath life; and 
cred Historian tells us, that Seall fowl ¢ 


the days of Enoch, were three hun- 
dred and sixty, and five years; 
butit is not added of him,’as it is 
With such particular precision, of i 
fach of the others, ‘‘and he died:? 


hat may fly above the earth 


in the open firmament of Heaven:* 
The firmament is spread ont, like 
a molten looking-glass; its colow 


is bluish, to our apprehension; and 


Sf through it, are the rays of licht 
O:—in place of this, the words of nt pe 


ransmnitted; and by it are the per 


, but that Enoch was taken 


evidently the 
these words, 


“What does Moses mean 
waters above the firma- 


the water of the 
E Firmament 
s what is solid and fixed, It 


. atmosphere, 
r, in which we 


ered. Job 

evi with him, 

> xxvii. trong: 
spread out 
and as a 


jare 


i shiloh??? 
mAs oe signifies peace. a 
salvation. It isa name given to 
the Messiah. Gen. xlix. 10. Be 
> sceptre shall not depart from ys 
i dali, nor a lawgiver from peiyeso 
: Ihis feet, until Shiloh come, and un~ 
to him shall the gathering Ot ue 
ple be.” ‘The word, Shiloh, i 
? Laas from Shalah, pepe sig is 
Ss i ia 
Seren tenderele ie pro 
salvation and res 


. j 


4g wer O) n 
ire lahynor a judge, from 
among, his descendants, tell the pros- 
rous Saviour come; and to him 
‘shall the gathering and obedience of 
the Geniiles be.” The accomplish- 
ment of this prediction is evident, 
Nothing is more plain, than Boat 
the offspring of Judah preserve 
their distinct existence as a tribe, 
ther with a power of govern: 
nt, and a judging of causes, sD 
came in the flesh. The tril 
\dal were not numerous when 
me out of pts they led 
the wilderness; they 
‘10 make the 


S, Rder te Chaldeans and Per. 
hoiaki au 
Saas all of this tebe, held 2 
(See 2 Rea We 
ehemiah i—xiii. 
‘bout 160 years before Christ, the 
Maccabean priests, and the family 
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of Herod, ruled over the Jews, bpey 
of which were, in a manner, ae 
porated with the tribe of Judahs 
and besides, the Sanhedrim of Jew- 
ish Elders had much power in their 
hand. Not longafter our Saviour’s 
incarnation, Judea was reduced to 
a Roman Province. Not long na 
the Gentiles begun to gather vend 

obey him, when the Jewish Hee 
and state were quite overturned, 
and the distinetien of tribes for ev- 
er finished, the genealogies, being 
lost. It is true, they pretend since, 
to have had heads of their oN 

ty; but where is the evidence? Or, 
Where is the nation wherein they 
have authority from their tyrannical 

masters, to judge and determine, 
in any important point? ey 

i 20y ec adara ae 
1800 years past, the Messiah mu 4 

tainly be come; and Jesus of 


chisedrecause it_ pleased God te 
make Melchisedeea distinguishet 
type of our Saviours and for this 
purpose, by his providence, he has 
Poncealed from us. his genealogy, 
and hath brought bim: per ee 
if dropt from Heaven, and after bis 
work, returning thereto. Melc Me 
sedec’s blessing of Abraham, the 
reat heir of promise, and receiv- 
Fhe. tithes from him, marks him su- 
perior to Levi and Aaron, who were 
then in his loins. When Eanes 
returned from the rout, of Chedor- 
Jaomer, and his allies, Melchise¢ oe 
met hin in the valley of Shaveh, 
afterwards called the King’s vay 
and tendered to him a present o 
bread and wine, for the refreshment 
of himself and his wearied troops, 
He also blessed, Abraham, an 
thanked God for giving a ae me 
~ Abraham acknowledged hi 
it of the Most High God, and 
ve him a tenth part of the spoil. 
n. xiv. 17—20. Heb. vii. 1—11. 
‘Thus, Jesus Christis a Priest, after 
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the order of Melchisedec: As God 
our Lord was without beginning, 
without mother:—as man, his om- 
gin was miraculous, without father: 
he was installed in his Office only 
by God, and is therein superior to 
all the Aaronic and ransomed 
Priests. He communicates all bles- 
sings to them; and ought to receive 
from them, proper glory and hon. 
our. He, with his flesh that is meat 
indeed, and his blood that is drink 
indeed, refreshes his people, when 
like to faint in their spiritual war. 
fare: he has no successor, but i 
possessed of angeable 
sthood. 
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A METRICAL ILLUSTRATION OF 
Marrarw xi, 30.—For my yoke i 
: 1y yoke is easy, 

and my burden is light.” 

Ye weary, heavy-laden sinners, come; 


Let nought on earth blood-boug! 

ae taicer your blood-bought 

oss grins master sweetly calls you 
His yoke is easy, and his burden light 


1d to slavish fears; 
Ik by faith, and not 


away yo 
tears; dnd 


His yoke ts easy, and his burden light, 


Unworthy tho’ you are, 0, do not 

thy t are, O, tay! 

Christ bids you come, ev'n in sour 
____ helpless plight; f 

His precious blood has washed your sins 


aw y 
His yok 


easy, and his burden light. A 
9, os {0 Kim, and sweet instruction 
Seek knowledge from the Lon 
boundless might; ke ae 
Inheart he’s lowly, and in temper meck, 
His yoke is easy, and his burden light.” 


‘What nobler service canyour souls em- 
sx 
‘What master can bestow rewards more 
Is 


Big on 0, take Toannel’s 
His yoke is casy, and his burden light, 


yoke 


Whoe’ 


But whose deli 


Dispos’d agai ind’s be 
ne Pesci) Your mind’s best ja 
A conqueror you will in e 
0 TF you will in Jesus 

His yoke is easy, end hts bandon 

Should sore temptations eer yo 
annoy, 
Or put 


Jesus, these shafts of Satan shall aca 


yoke is easy, and his burden light 
If sore disease, your bodies should assail 
appntlisting pain not ceasn ee fete 

en sl id you fides is 
nae your confidence in Christ 
His yoke is easy, and his burden light, 
ly war, with all the ills she 


Should de: 


wings; 
His yoke ts easy, and kis burden light, 
When, the last fire shall bi 
below, 
And ghee shall come in majesty and 
7 ie shal you all, from sweet experience 
Riis yoke ts easy, and his burden light- 


urn all things 
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2 pious counsel scorn 
OF the ungodly mace, 
avoids the sinner’s way, 
way, 
And hates the scorner’s place, 


htand pleasure is 
d laws, 


eplete with vigour and with life 

Like a green tree he stands; 
ssur’d that all he does on earth 
Shall prosper in his hands. 


Far from this happy state remov’a 


All sinners e’er must be; 
hey, like the chaff, on every si 
Before the wind must fle 


Before God’s awful judgment-seat 


ap iis impious cannot stand, 
‘rembling shall seizethem when the Lord 
Shall sce hi'eommand. 
Because the way of ‘saints is know 

Most fully to the Lord; tas: 
And wicked men’s iniquity 

He'll, in his wrath recor, 


A NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RE- 
LIGION WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
YRES! N CHURCH, AND OF 
CORRESPONDING CHURCHES DU- 
WE LAST YEAR. 


With that portion of the Ameri- 
can people who receive the dispen- 
sation of the word ead SACraBeNEY 

the gospel from the ministry 0 
ite Presbyterian Church, it has 
been a very ancient and profitable 
usaze of the General Assembly an- 
ells, to communicate ou the 
dealings of Divine Providence with 
our beloved country, and on th 


"© state and prospects of that part of 


the kingdom of Christ which is 
committed to their care. T 
meeting of a numerous del 
tion of ministers and elders from 
all parts of this extended republic, 
many of whom were convened for 
the first and the last time, of seeing 
ach other on earth—their joining 
together in counsel,in effort,in affec~ 
tion, for the transaction of the bu- 
sines$ of the church: aud their u- 
nion in sweet and solemn acts of 
religious worship, are all eminently 
fitted to promote general informa- 
tion of the welfare of Zion, the 
happiest emotions in the members 
of whe ‘Assembly towards each oth 
er; and new desires to advance the 
highest interests of ail their beloved 
people. If this usage, then, has been 
productive of mutual affection and 
reciprocal excitement in departed 
years, much more does it promise 
to do so, as the increasing dispen- 
sation of redeeming mercy from on 
high, and the astonishing accelera- 
i ian enterprise go on to 
make every revolving year vastly 
more productive of delight in Hea- 
ven, and of joy aud wonder in the 
dwellings of men, “When we inti> 
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mate to you, dear brethren of our 
extensive communion, that the 
kingdom of that Saviour, whose 
glory is dear to your hearts, and of 
whose conquests you hear with de- 
light, is rolling cn with a progress 
and a majesty continually increas- 
ing, we mean not that this is at all 
yes apparent in every part of the 
church, or that there remain not 
many thiags to deplore. From the 
Presbyterial narratives which have 
been at this time submitted to the 
Assembly, and a summary of which 
we are now to lay before you, we 
again learn with ‘regret that there 
continue to be large and populous 
districts of country almost entire- 
ly destitute of the means of grace, 
and others, in which erroneous 
principles of the most dangerous 
character are industriously and suc~ 
cessfully propagated. 

Thereports of some of our Pres 
byteries cease not to complain of 
gaming in all its various forms, and 
with its kindred vices as continuing 
to afflict the righteous and destroy 
the wicked. 

Profaneness is lamentably preva- 
lent inmany places; but there i 
good reason to believe, that if 
there still remain some, so fearless 
of God, and so regardless of the 
decencies and civilities of life, as 
to make their throat an open sepul- 
chre, and to shock the feelings of 
many who approach them, by an 
adherence to this wicked, unmanly, 
and vulgar practice, the number of 
such, particularly among the atten- 
dants wpon our churches, and we 
may add, among those who would 
sustain the reputation of gentle- 
men, israpidly diminishing. 

Intemperance is a vice which 
maintains a wider and fiercer con- 
flict with the remonstrances of in- 
tevest, reason and honour—with the 


} 
f 


warnings of conscience, and the 
ihreatenings of Heavens, and since 
fa closer and more anxious inquiry 
jnto the extent and consequences of 
the practice of freely using ardent 
spirits has been instituted, the reli- 


gious community have awoke, as it_ 


were, from a dream, to witness the 
wide and mournful, and augment- 
ing ravages of this evil, which is 
every year bearing its thousands to 
untimely graves,—reducing hun- 
dreds of virtuous and dependent 
families to poverty and disgrace ;— 
laying the brightest hopes of genius 
and learning, and the fairest pros- 
pects of usefulness and honour, in 
the dust, and hastening to cover 
our nation with general disgrace, 
and plunge thousands of immortal 
beings into everlasting destruction. 
Most of the Presbyteries have e- 
vinced their humanity in this mat- 
ter, by resolving not only to dis- 
continue and discountenance the 
use of all kinds of spiritous liquors, 
but to form associations, intended 
in various ways to. weaken the ter- 
rifying strength of this practice a- 
round them: and the Assembly do 
earnestly entreat all the members 
of our church, by every humane, 
patriotic, and christian Peeling. to 
unite in these or similar measur 
and they do also fervently beseech 
Almighty God to have mercy upon 
us as a people, and stay the awful 
progress of a vice, which with fear- 
ul uniformity conducts its vi 
to temporal and eternal destruc- 
tion. Sad and hopeless as the case 
of the great proportion of habitual 
drunkards certainly is, the Assem- 
bly have this year éo record a num- 
ber of very Striking instances of 
reformation, and they do it, that 
Associations and individuals may 
in no case abandon to final ruin, 
any of these unhappy persons, but 
be excited touse the means of re- 
generation, encouraged by the fact, 
that sovereign and Almighty is the 
ower which converts the soul. 
he Assembly rejoice in being able 
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tosay, that so rapid is the progress 
of a redeeming public aren en 


this subject, that in some parts of 
our church, the quantity of ardent 
spirits used has diminished threes 
fourths in the short space of twelve 
months; many mercantile men have 
nobly resolved, no longer, by the 
sale of ardent 5 to facilitate 
the perdition of their fellow mens 
and two or three distilleries in the 
bounds of one of our Presbyteries 
have been, from conscientious mo- 
tives,entirely discontinued; and the 
owners and managers of many man- 
ufacturing establishments have in- 
terdicted the use of ardent spirits 
among their labourers. The Lord 
grant that all wise, and influential 
and good men throughout our land 
may imitate these spirited examples. 

The violation of the rest of the Ho- 
ly Sabbath, still continues to insult 
the majesty of that great and good 
being, whose signal mercy and pro- 
tection has been the glory of our 
country, and to draw tears from 
the eyes of all who account it an 
honour and a delight. While the 
Assembly, with great pleasure, hail 
the formation of a General Society, 
intended to preserve this precious 
ordinance of Heaven from profana- 
tion, and rejoice to learn thatit is a 
subject of great and increasing 
concern in all parts of the church, 
they fear that this awful sin will con- 
tinue to abound, so long as it de- 
rives countenance and sanction 
from the constituted authorities of 
the United States. The Holy Sab- 
bath is the common privilege of all 
men, and the common object of 
veneration to all christians, and its 
dishonour should be alike grievious 
to all good men. The loss of this 
Heavenly institution m these Uni- 
ted States, would be the inevitable 
doom of all that is splendid in our 
national prospects—of all in our in- 
stitutions that is dear to theheart of 
the patriot, and precious to the bo- 
som of the christian. The loss of the 
Sabbath here would resemble the 


‘ 


= . 


capture and removal of the ark 
from Israel, and if this great com- 


_ suunity does not awake from its ir- 


reverent and guilty indifference to 
this great sin, and put on the 
strength of the Lord in its suppres- 
sion,ere long shall it be as in ancient 
times, that the daughter of Zion, 
thinking on the moral and political 
woes of this once happy land, shall 
ire, exclaiming, ‘ihe glory— 
glory is penal sige Israel, for 
the ark of Godistaken.” 
In the principal cities of our 
country, the Theatre, under the 
pretence of a laudable aim, to cul- 
tivate a taste for literature, and 
provide a recreation calculated to 
Amprove the public manners, is do- 
ing much, not only to blunt the del- 
icate sensibilities of the female 
mind—and generate a dislike to all 
solid improvement and wholesome 
instruction, but to subvert the forn- 
dations of virtue and and 
feed and cherish every description 
of immorality. In View of the 
rapid increase of these fashionable 
schools of iniquity, and the increas- 
ing ardour with which the aff 
of the young are enlisted in them, 
christian parents and active bene- 
factors of society should be con- 
strained by every consideration 
of interest, duty, and compassion, 
to apply their strenuous endeavours 
tothe counteraction of the baneful 
influences of this facinating source 
of vice and ruin. As an inter- 
esting sign of the present time, and 
for the encouragement of similar 
measures, the Assembly here no- 
tice, with great pleasure, the refu- 
gal in the legislature of Massachu- 
setts, to incorporate the proprietors 
‘of a theatre in one of the principal 
towns in that state. 


Many of our southern and wes- 
tern Presbyteries, while they glad- 
den our hearts with accounts of the 
increase of our body, and the 
spreading forth of the curtains of 
our habitation, awake every tender 
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fecling of our breasts by the ani 
mated and glowing description of 
the want of ministers of reconciliar 
tion in those remote and desolate 
regions of the Lord’s heritage. 
While we commend the noble and 
devoted spirit of those dear breth- 
ren who have planted themselves 
on these uncultivated and uninv! 
ting fields of ministerial laboury 
and sincerely sympathize with 
those who have noe to break unto 
them the bread of life, we would 
again and again direct the thoughts 
and the prayers of all God’s peo- 
ple among us, to the importance 
of great and increased attention to 
domestic Missions, as indispensa- 
bly necessary to the continued oc- 
cupancy of the ground which has 
already been acquired, and to the 
extension of our Western Zion with 
the rapid march of increasing pop- 
ulation. 

The General Assembly have aly 
so to mention, with regret, that in 
many parts of our church, formali- 
ty, coldness, and. irregularity in 
professors of religion lamentably 
exist notwithstanding the abundant 
excitements to fidelity and practi- 
cal holiness which this eventful 
rk furnishes. Some of our 
inferior judicatories have been 
called tothe painful office of inflict- 
ing the higher censures of the 
church upon those of whom they 
once expected better things. Un- 
duly pressed with the weight of se- 
cular vocations, many of God’s. vi- 
sible people either become remiss 
in their attendance upon the pub- 
lic and private ordinances of his 
worship, or allow themselves to 
approach his holy presence, 50 dis- 
tracted with the vanity and urgency 
of their temporal interests and en- 
gagements, that the exhortations 
and remonstrances of a preached 

yspel arouse not their languid 
flearts: and the calls of duty break 
not in upon the train of their world 
ly thoughts and oceupations. Pa- 
rents also, unmind{ul of the fact, 
F 42 
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are God’s ministers of 
Hee Me children, do not faith- 
an instruct them, and tenderly 
and solemnly talk to them on the 
weighty matters of salvation, nor 
wrestle for their conversion at a 
throne of grace: and in too many 
instances the painful consequence 
is, that the precious youth, though 
once dedicated to God in the ordi- 
nance of baptism, are growing up 
destitute of the life and power of 
godliness. 

These things the Assembly deep- 
ly deplore, and would gladty pass 
them by in silence. Oh how shall 
they at such atime as this, speak of 
lukewarmness, dissention, unchari- 
tableness and worldly mindedness, 
as the prevailing sis, of such as 
would be called the children of 
God! May all such remember and 
consider the solemn malediction of 
the prophet, Woe unto them that 
are at ease in Zion. 

The Assembly would earnestly 
entreat all the ministers, officers, 
and members of the presbyterian 
church, in view of events so auspi- 
cious to the cause of Christas those 
which exist at the present time, to 
arouse from lukewarmness, and 
‘slothful indifference, and inaction, 
and be fervently engaged in the ser- 
vice of God.—But, from such sour- 
ces of regret, it is pleasing 
to turn our thouglits to lovelier, 
brighter and happier scenes, and to 
‘see peace and harmony, sound mo- 
rals and correct principles, general- 
ly shedding their mingled radiance 
upon the Lord’s heritage; and Bi- 
bie classes, catechetical instruc- 
tions, and the faithful ministrations 
of the gospel, all uniting to in- 
crease the piety and religious intel- 
Tigence of our country. It is ex- 
tremely gratifying tolearn that the 
aeatily concert, as well as other 
seasons of social prayer, though of- 

ten but too thinly attended, is still 
‘Kept up in almost all of our congre- 
gations; and on the efforts of such 
as have felt an ardent concern for 


the welfare of others, a zeal for the 
cause of truth and the pr © 
Feligion, ‘andiaayiritof beAefa 
prayer, the blessing of God | 
generally and often signally rest- 
ed. ‘4 

Notwithstanding the number and 
variety of those objects of benevo= 
lence, which the piety aud the en- 
terprise of our country are contin= 
ually inventing, all are supported 
with a prompt and growing hiberal- 
ity. The noble design of placing 
a ‘copy of the Holy Scriptures in 
every family, though necessarily at- 
tended with great personal labour, 
as well as great expense, has been 
formed in almost every part of our 

at and pre- 

e of the Bible, the Assem- 

bly are happy to say, that the peo- 
ple of our communion are almost 
universally bearing an active part. 

The American ‘Tract Society has 
spread its active and efficient Aux 
iliaries over almost every part of 
our country; and this, a3 well aa 
the Sunday School Union, has du- 
ring the last year, acquired in our 
churches a great and gratifying ac- 
cession of public favour and atten- 
tion, and disseminated to the most 
distant extremities of the land, the 
ardour of a high engagement in its 
cause. 

To the great and important cause 
of the education of poor and pious 
youth, for the gospel ministry, most 
of our Presbyteries spree be 
giving some attention, but the Gen- 
eral Assembly feel it to be an im- 
perious duty, to repeat with in- 
creased earnestness, all their for- 
mer recommendations on this sub- 
ject. To employ every possible 
means, to provide and perpetuate in 
the church, so far as human instru- 
mentality is concerned, an able and 
devoted ministry, for the existi 
and growing demands of o: 
church, and for the vast and splen- 
did enterprises connected wi 
conversion of the world to 


a matter of the deepest 
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and most solemn responsibility. 
While thousands of seen 
ings are annually dropping into the 
grave, and going to their last ac- 
count, uncheered, and unblessed 
with the gospel’s joyful sound, can 
an object, so inseparably connect- 
ed with the glorious things spoken 


of Zion, ever be absent from the 
3 and the prayers of Chris- 
tians: Ve 


"While the American Coloniza- 
tion Society, is, toa very creditable 
extent, receiving the countenance 
and assistance of our churches, the 
itivertancs of the religious instruc- 
tion of slaves, is more and more 
deeply felt, by our ministerial and 
ristian brethren in the South and 
West--and in some of their con- 
tions, more than one half of 
e communicants belong to this 
unhappy class of people. The sa- 
cred cause of Foreign and Domes- 
tic Missions, is continually becom- 
ing dearer to the hearts of all a- 
mong us, that love our Lord Jesus; 
and the last year has witnessed, in 
respect toboih, a measure of public 
munificence, which forms a new era 
in the history of the Missionary 
spirit of the Christian world. We 
lude to the unexampled contribu- 
tions, made within our bounds the 
Jast year, to the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions, and the rapid fulfilment in 
New Jersey, of the pledge to raise 
in two years, $40,000, for the mo- 
ral and religious instruction of the 
destitute in that State. In con- 
nexion with this last particular, the 
Assembly would express the hope, 
tliat the time is near when ev: 
State and ‘Territory in the Ameri- 
can Union will, in like manner, re- 
solve and pledge themselves by the 
blessing of God, toestend the bles- 
sing of gospel instruction, and or- 
dinances through every part of their 
limits. And while in connexion 
with this, we notice the extended 
Speration of the American Home 


Missionary Society, and of the’ 
Board of Missions connected with 
the General Assembly—we wou!d 
with great satisfaction mention the 
still. increasing munificence of our 
brethren of corresponding churches, 
in the same great and good cause, 
and here record to the honor of the 
spel, as communicated by the 
relegate from the General Conyen- 
tion of Vermont, the distinguished 
gift of the late Joseph Burr, Esq. 
of that state, of $91,000, to the 
a purposes of christian benevo- 
ence. ‘The Assembly would also 
here notice, with approbation, the 
determination of the Synod of Ken- 
tucky, to raise $20,000, for the en- 
dowment of Centre College, and 
that of the friends of the Bible in 
Lexington, and its vicinity, in the 
same state to collect a like sum for 
the purpose of furnishing every 
family in the state with a copy of 
the Bible. The compassionate re- 
gards of God’s people in most of 
the Atlantic cities continues to be 
directed to the moral improvement 
of seamen, and although. we are 
now called to number with the hon- 
oured dead, one whose memory will 
long be precious to that formerly 
ne; Saoted clawekoucfellayanpheye: 
rejoice to say,that the good work of 
God’s converting grace prospers a- 
mong them, and the moral influ- 
ence on the world, which seamen 
must exert, and especially on those 
rts of it, where missionary estab- 
Tishments ave formed, should stimu- 
late the friends of Zion to pray, 
that along the extended shores of 
this continent, the gospel may dis- 
play its sanctifying power. 

It affords the Assembly great sat- 
isfaction also, to state, that to such 
humane and benevolent purposes, 
as stand in no way connected with 
the extension of ecclesiastical in- 
fluence, and, of course, address no 
steer) to sectional feeling, the peog# 
ple of our congregations are accus- 
tomed to yield prompt, and perse- 


i sistance. The educa- 
mee the Deut and Dumb, the 
yelief of suffering, both at home 
and abroad, and the establishment 
and support of moral, charitable, 
and literary societies and institu- 
tions, derive as well from congre- 
gational collections, as from indi- 
vidual contributions, the constant 
streams of our bounty. These 
things we mention, not to boast of 
a measure of public charity, as yet 
far below our real ability, but to 
encourage our people, to patronise 
all those institutions of piety and 
benevolence, which adorn’ the 
church, and bless the world, at the 
present age. 

The ‘Theological Seminaries of 
our own, and of sister churches, 
are more and more becoming the 
nurseries of Missionary zeal and: 
enterprise, as well as the fountains 
of sacred learning. Princeton has 
already sent forth heralds of salva- 
tion into almost every part of the 
Master’s vineyard; and under her 
distinguished professors, if she con- 
tinues to be remembered of God, 
what may she not yet do? From 
the reports which have at this time 
been received, it appears that the 
highest number of students in the 
‘Theological Seminary at Princeton, 
ast year, was 110:—in that of Au- 
burn, 76:—of the Union Seminary 
in Virginia, 21:—in the S. W. 


* Theological Seminary at Maryville, 


45:—in the Western Theological 
Seminary, 4:—in Auburn, 110:— 
in Vale College, 40:—in that of the 
German Reformed Church, 15:— 
and in that of the Reformed Dutch 
Church, about 20.—. 

If not in so general and disti 
guished a manner, as in some for- 
mer years, yet, to an extent de- 
manding the warmest gratitude of 
his people, the Father of Mercies 
has been pleased to grant the spe- 
cial effusions of his Holy Spirit, to 
many congregations. While in 
some of our Presbyteries, new con- 
@regations have been auspiciously 


Evangelical Museum. 


quickening and encouragement. of 
his people, and the conversion 
of sinners. 


Among those congregations in 
which the gospel has been eminent- 
ly clothed with a divine power, to 
awaken, melt, and renew the hearts 
of sinners, we mention Stephen= 
town, Hartford, and the Village of 
Albia, in the Presbytery of Troy, 
—Watertown, Denmark, and Wil- 
na, in the Presbytery of St. Law- 
rence,—nearly all the congrega- 
hd in the Presbytery ie 
densburgh,—Bridgewater, Union, 
Rome, and Litchfield, in the Pres- 
bytery of Oucida,—Otsego in the 
Presbytery of Otsego.—Lexington, 
in that ‘of Columbia,—-Salina, 
Jamesville, Pompey 1st church; 
and Lenox 2d_ church, im Onanda- 
ga Presbytery,——Berkshire, Owe- 
go, Candor, and Chenango-poini 
Cayuga—Hopewell, Newark, So 
dus, Marion, and Port-Bay, in Ge- 
neva Presbytery—Richmond, Ge- 
neso Ist church, Lima and Victor.in 
Ontario Presbytery,—Poughkeepsiey 
Wapingers Creek, Smithfield, and 
South-Salem, in the Presbytery of 
North River,—Freehold,Lawrence, 
Trenton Ist church, Dutch Neck, 
and Upper Freehold, in New 
Brunswick Presbytery.--Cape May, 
ist church in the Northern liber- 
ties, and the Mariner’s church, in 
that of Philadelphia,--Wilmington, 
in Newcastle Presbytery,—3d in 
the city and Presbytery of Balti- 
more,—Huntingdon,in the Presby- 
tery of Huntingdon,—Mercer, in 
that of Eriey—Ist and 2d, P 
terian churches in the city of 
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Durgh, in that of Ohio,—Nishanoch, 
den,in the Presbytery of Bulfa- 
Joe, —Cross Creek, Cross Roads,and 
‘Washington, in that of Washing- 
ton,---Hudson, Talmage and Brant 
Yin, in that of Portage, Nicholas 
ville, Lexington 1st church, Beth- 
el, Versailles, Winchester and 
Hopewell, in that of West Lexing- 


-ton,—Paris, Flemingsburgh, New 


Concord, Springfield, Millersburgh, 
Stoner Mouth, Mt. Pleasant, and 
Maysville, in the Presbytery of E! 
enezer,—Portsmouth, Peter=burg 
Norfolk and the churches in the city 
of Richmond, in Hanover Presby- 
tery,—Shiloh, Ebenezer, Coluin- 
dia, Bethel, Harrodsburgh, Leba- 
non, New Providence, Danville, 
Lancaster, Paint Lick, Harmony, 
Buffaloe Spring, Richmond, Siiver 
Creek, and Hanging Fork, in the 
Presbytery of Pransylvania,—New 
Providence, Baker’s Creek, Euse- 
bia Telico and Chestuee, Mon- 
mouth and Bethel in the Presbyte- 
ry of Union,—Columbia in that of 
Holston; Eik-Ridge, Greensboro, 
Danielsville, Augusta, Washing- 
ton, Milledgeville, Macon, and 
those in the counties of Gwinnett, 
De Kalb, Henry, Batts, Jasper, 
Morgan and Crawford in the Pres- 
bytery of Hopewell; and the con- 
‘tion of Mt. Zion in the Pres- 
yytery of Harmony, Lebanon and 
Springfield, in the Presbytery of 
Minsais Spyies osBpring Creeks 
Shelbyville, New Providence, 
Stone’s River, Hopewell, Murfrees- 
boro, and McMinnsville, in the 
Presbytery of Shiloh. ‘The work of 
the Holy Spirit in these. places ex- 
hibits indeed great diversity of cir- 
cumstances in the time, and man- 
ner and extent of its influences,and 
the rapidity and power with which 
it has advanced. In some cases, 
crowds of sinners of every age and 
character, bathed in tears and bow- 
ed in deep and trembling anxiety 
in the dust, have suddenly appear 
ed in the house of God, at tines and 
in places where such an event was 


least expected; and the firmest un- 
believers and the boldest transgres- 
sors been melted and subdued by 
the mighty power of God. In other 
instances beautiful and refreshing, 
like the dew that fell on the moun- 
tains of Israel, where the Lord com- 
manded his providential blessing, 
the reality of the gentle operations 
of the God of Zion has been chiefly 
“discernible in their gradual but re- 
al and precious effects. Among 
the several instances of the out~ 
pouring of the Holy Spirit of which 
the Assembly have at this time 
heard, there are two which awaken 
the liveliest feelings of admiration. 
Some of the mutes in the Asylum of 
the Deaf and Dumb in Danville, 
have been hopeful subjects of re~ 
newinggraceina late awakening in 
that place. At the missionary sta~ 
tions within the bounds of the 
Presbytery of Buffaloe, the Holy 
Spirit, has in a remarkable manner 
stirred up the hearts of the Heath- 
en to seek the Lord, and more than 
forty of these children of the For- 
| have been united with the 
ch : and in the State Prison 
at Wethersfield, Conn., from 12 to 
13 convicts have been hopefully 
brought into the liberty of the gos- 
pels so great a general reformation 
occurred that the practice of chain- 
ing the prisoners at night has been 
discontinued, and a Bible Society 
formed among them, by which $25 
have already been contributed, « 
Events like these not only  sol- 
emnly rebuke the stupidity of those 
who misimprove better privileges, 
and hold back their liberal contri- 
butions, amidst ample means, but 
they demonstrate the precious truth 
that under God, there is abundant 
encouragement to attempt the sal- 
vation of the most benighted, and 
the conversion of the most de- 
praved. Of revivals of religion in 
neral, connected as they seem to 
e with destinies of unborn millions, 
and the prospectsof the church * 
throughout the world, the Assem- 
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bly cannot cease to speak without 
earnestly and affectionately entrea- 
ting all the ministers, the elders,and 
members of our church, to beware 
of employing any questionable 
means to prodace religious excite- 
ments—and of countenancing at 
any stage of their progress, mea- 
sures, however apparently success- 
ful, which the word of God does 
not sanction; as in either case dis- 
credit may be brought upon one 
of the most invaluable mercies of 
Heaven, and the Divine Author of 
these swect and saving influences 
be grieved. 

Within the limits of the Gener- 
al Association of Connecticut, God 
continues to reveal the wonders of 
his redeeming love. Out of 212 
congregational churches in that 
State from 40 to 50 have the last 
year shared in seasons of special 
reviving and enlargement, and 
from 3 to 4000 souls have been 
added to the churches, of which 
number more than 250 are teachers 
and pupils in the Sabbath schools. 
‘The College and Theological Semi- 
nary at New Haven, are sending 
forth their streams of intelligence 
and piety to fertilize the most dis- 
tant portions of our country. 

Our brethren of the General Associ- 
ation of Massachusetts, bring us good 
tidings of what the Lord hath done for 
them, and what they are doing for the 
glory of his name. ‘The showers of sov- 
reign grace have never been so abundant 
as during the past year, and they number 
in asingle county of that State i700 
hopefit! conversions to God during that pe- 
riod. In two of their Colleges and in their 
‘Theological Seminary, the blessing of the 
God of their Fathers, richly abides, and 
within their bounds generally, and pa 
ticularly in the city of Boston, evangeli- 
cal truth in its majesty, power and invin- 
cibility is pulling down the refuges of 
Ties, and conducting many to that founda- 
tion which neither earth nor Hell can 
overturn. 

Though the General convention of 
Vermont do not record as many revivals 
of religion as they sometimes have, yet 
the good cause is steadily advancing; 

Education, Tract, and Missionary So- 


cieties among them are continually: gain * 


ing in resources and in usefulness. “The 
nds of the Bible in this as in the 

es of Connecticut, Massachusetts and 
Maine, are now zealous in supplying ev= 
ery destitute family in the State with a 
copy of the Holy Scriptures, E 
From the very interesting communication 
of the Delegate from the General Asso- 
ciation of New Humpshirejt appears that 
the Lord is multiplying revivals of relic 
gion, quickening and extending the ope 
eration of benevolent Institutions—pros: 
pering Seminaries of learning, and rear- 
ing up some very remarkable monuments 
of sovereign grace in that favoured State. 
From the General Conference of the 
State of whose Delegate bas ene 
tered with the sembly into ar 
ticles of friendly correspondence,, the a¢- 
counts are . They complain 
indeed of prevailing vices, and the want 


exertion and in the literary, moral, and re- 
ligious improvement of the State. ‘To the 
Reformed Dutch chureh God is granting 
a happy state of feeling in her churches, 
prosperity on her Missionary Society, and 
‘Theological Seminary, and the copious 
outpourings of his Holy Spirit upon _ma- 
ny ofher congregations; for all which 
gifts and blessings, to our dear brethren 
of that communion, we render thanks to 
God. 

From our German Reformed brethren 
we learn that, though the want of minis- 
ters of the Gospel is deeply felt in. their 
Synod, and in many places vital piety is 
deplorably wanting he whole thei 
progre: 
their prospects encouraging. The peo- 
ple oftheir communion are awaking to 
the importance of Missionary effort, and 
taking active measures to promote the 
formation of Exlucation Societies. The 
Lord bless them with an abundant share 
of whatever is great and good in the be- 
nevolent spirit’ and operations of the 
christian world. Onthe whole, the As- 
sembly can assure their brethren in the 
Lord, that the review of the past year pre- 
sents nothing to dishearten, but much to 
encourage, and much to excite our grati- 
tude to the King of Zion. The kindness of 
God to his church at large and to our part 
of it, appears in those brighter accessions 
of strength and beauty, and those larger 
measures of majesty and efficiency and 
power, by which he is signalizing heras- 
ceuding march to the mount of prom- 
ise ps 
"This cause then should command our 
best affections and ourmost strenuousen- 
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@cavours. We should be awake to 
everyduty, improve every talent, and 
grow in every Heavenly virtue, remem- 
bering that the time is short. Seed 
time ‘and harvest revisit and renew 
the face of nature, but to man the days 
and the years of active duty return not a- 
gain forever. For unpardoned sinners 
there are_no warnings in th ¢; for 
negligent professors there will be no sea- 
sonfor active duty when the night com- 
eth; and for the ministers of the Gospel, 
ithas not been told how soon the heart 
that throbs with the pulsations of bene 

olence and the voice that utters th 
suge of God shall be alike cold and silent 
Snthe grave. How impressively are the 
General Assembly reminded o sol 
mn thought 'as they number with 
the dead 31 of their fellow servants in 
the Gospel ministry remo rth, 
and taken we trust to Heaven during the 

“year, 

Rev, John Bascom, of the Presbytery 
of Cayuga; Rev. Daniel Banks, of the 
Presbytery of St. Lawrence; Rev. Sar 
uel Blatchford, D.D. do. do. of 
Rex, John Younglove, do. do.; Rev. C 
Jeb Alexander, D. D. do. of Onondaga 
Rev. Ebenezer Lazell, do of Bath; Re 
Wm. Pewington, (coloured m 
Newark; Rev. Robert Russell, (lo o! 
ton; Rev, Joseph Moulton, do. of Susq 
hannah; Rev. Joseph Eastburn, do. of 
Philadelphia; Rev. John Glocester, do. of 
lp! omas Kennedy, do. 
. Wm. Maffit, do. District 
ia; Rey. ‘Thomas L. Birch, of 
the Presbytery of Baltimore; Rev. Wm. 
Swain, do. of Redstone; Rev. ‘Thomas 
Marquis, do, of Washington; Rev. Lyman 
Potter, do. Steubenville; Rev. John Field, 
almon Giddings, do. 

. Samuel J, Scott, do. of 
Wabash; Rev. Wm, Henderson, of ‘Tran- 
iia; Rev. Samuel H. Nelson, do. of 
vania; Rev. Joseph P. Howe. do. 
Rey. James ‘Turner, do. Hano- 
‘Titus J. Barton, of the Presby- 
y hiloh; Rev. Joseph D. Logs 
of the Presbytery of Lexington; Rev. 
And Hoyt, do. do. Union; Rev. Andrew 
K. Davis, of do. of North Alabama; Rev, 
A. Il. Webster, do. do. Hopewell; Rev, 
Charlton Henry, D.D. Charleston U- 
nion; Rey. Reynolds Bascom, Charleston 
Union; and with the several licentixte 
Preachers of the Gospel. 

On this list containing names dear to 
their hearts, they recognize some who 
once occupied the seats, whose counte- 
hances diffused delight through the room 
where we are now sitting, and whose 
Bresence imparted wisdom and instrue- 


tion to its counsels; but they will return 
to animate and commune with their breth- 
Ten no more; and all that remains for the 
Assembly, is to offer, unto their God and 
‘ours, sincere and fervent thanks, that on 
some of them at least, he was pleas: in 
the near approach of death, to shed, in a 
remarkable manner, the unclouded light 
and the endearing smiles of his approv- 
ing eoneteaaiie: wits be the Lord 
who alone doth marvellous things, and bles- 
sed be his holy mame; who, though his 
creatures die, liveth and reigneth the 
sume yesterday, to-day, and forever move. 
Let the mountain of Zion réjoice, for her 
night is far spent, and her day is at hand. 
Death, in its relentless march, may cut 
down her watchmen, but nothing can are 
rest her majestic progress onward, to u- 
niversal enlargement and triumph. ‘The 
conflict, by which she wins the day, may 
be with every kind, and every measure of 
iniquity, and it may be fiereé, and bold 
and obstinate, but through every interve. 
ens hex pathway, the 

ill break forth; 

of error, corrup- 
tion, and crime, lie the green pastures, 
untainted with vice, unstained with blood, 
and unmarred by’ div where the 
‘st in the latter 
great conflict be- 
» be decided, be 
emuch, and do 
nd let ever 


p light and darkne: 
active, pray much, gi 
much, stand in your lot, 
power of thought and of action be d 
ted to this great cause, furasmuch as ye 
know, that your labaur shall not bein vain 
in the Lord. 


By order of the General Assembly. 
EZRA STILES ELY, 
Stated Clerk. 


From the Home Missionary, 


INTERESTING TO PRESBYTERIANS. 


Extract of a letier from the Rev. 
Dr. Ely, Secretary to the Board 
of Missions and Stated Clerk of 
the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, dated Philadel 
phia, July 4, 1828, to the Corres- 
ponding “Secretary of the Home 
Missionary Sociely. % 

At this moment there are 636 va- 
cant churches connected with our 
90 Presbyteries, which have no 
ministrations of the gospel but from 
itinerant preachers; and 502 more 
of our churches have only 226 Ras~ 


Evangelical Muscum, - 


tors, or stated supplies, so that 
276 of the churches, said to be sup- 
plied, might with propriety be add- 
ed to those which are denominated 
vacant. Nine hundred and twelve 
ministers are therefore wanting to 
give each of our congresations the 
entire services of a pastor. Many 
of these congregations have been 
formed in years past by the acti 
zeal and piety of the mission 

sent out By the ‘Board of Mi 
sions; many of them have been 


eccasional preaching of the gospel 
and dispensation of the sacrameats 
which we have been enabled to af- 
ford thems and within a few year 
past your society have come for- 
ward’ to assist many of our infant 
churches in supporting pastors and 
stated supplies. We thank you 
for this labour of love, and so long 
as you send forth labourers, who 
will be recognized and approved as 
supplies for their vacant churches 
by our Presbyteries we shall wish 
your efforts may be increased a 
thousand fold. 


REMARKS. 


All who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ, of whatever name, will 
doubtless sympathize with us, as 
Presbyterians, in view of the wide 
desolation in churches connected 
with the General Assembly,” and 
will rejoice in the liberal patronage 
aflorded by Presbyterian churches 
to the American Home Missionary 
Society, by which it has already 
been inade the instrument of sup- 
plying hundreds of congresations 
with the stated administrations of 
the gospel, who otherwise would 
haye been left to swell the list of 
vacant churches enumerated in the 
above extract. Of the 244 congre- 
gations and missionary districts 
aided by this Society the last year, 
more than 200 are connected with 

ie Presbyterian church. If after 
all of this,together with the number 
which may haye been aided by the 


Board of Missiona of th 
Assembly, and other 
which have acted i 
the National Instituti 
remains 912 Presbyterian congre- 
bus yet to be supplied, in whole 
or in part, the aus to be done in 
behalf of the churches of this single 
connexion, assumes an interest and 
which calls for a ten- 
e of prayer and effort. 
Add to the above the destitute 
and feeble congregations belongine 
to the Congregational, Reforme 
Dutch, and Associate Reformed 
churches, and the number of con- 
gregations already organized, and 
which to be supplied by 
the churches represented in the 
the National Society, is not less 
than Thirteen hundred: Add to 
these the thousands of destitute 
places and new settlements where 
no religious Societies have been 
formed, of any name, and the obli 


gation resting upon these churches, 


and upon all American. christians 


cannot be told. What have not 
the friends of Home Missions to do 
before the rapidly increasing popu- 
lation of this vast country shall be 
furnished with an entire supply of 
that blessing, by which i. hark 
pleased God to save them that be- 
Zieve. And what contribution ought 
to be counted too great, or what sac- 
rifice too dear, for the accomplish- 
ment of this grand result. 
Editor Home Missionary.) 


To our Readers. 


To make room for the several o- 
riginal articles, which appear in the 
present number, we have omitted 
the usual Lecture on the Shorter 
Catechism. To obviate the neces- 

ity of again adverting to such o- 
missions, we wish our readers, 
should they hereafter observe them, 
not to consider an occasional omis- 
sion, as an evidence of a discon- 
tinuance. 
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